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THE DEFENCES OF ENGLAND. 
(From our English Correspondent.) 

Ir is unfortunate that the unanimity which exists in 
England in the wish for army reform does not extend to 
the manner of applying the reform. All men agree there 
must be a change, but the greatest possible divergence 
of opinion exists, both as to the nature of the change 
and as to the manner in which it is to be brought about. 
The past month has been remarkable for the extraordi- 
nary number of pamphlets on army organization which 
have seen the light. The magazines, too, teem with 
similar literature. Men of ull classes and of every pro- 
fession seem suddenly to have made army reform their 
special study. Not only retired officers, but reverend 
parsons, lawyers, scholars, and sportsmen, have rushed 
into print for the enlightenment of their fellows, and to 
the great benefit of publishers and trunk-makers. If 
anything can be more curious than the number of these 
pamphlets and articles, and the various sources whence 
they originate, it is the very diverse views entertained 
by the writers. That which one pamphleteer passes 
over as an unimportant detail, is made the chief point 
on which another bases his strongest arguments. What 
one writer looks upon as a trifling accessory, appears as 
the keystone of another’s system. I have read most of 
them—for duty’s sake, certainly not for pleasure—and, 
without going into an examination of any particular 
pamphlet, I may say that generally speaking, and put- 
ting aside the particular and private idiosyncrasy of 
each writer, the opinions expressed in them all favor one 
of three plans. As these plans seem also to find favor 
in society and in places where men meet, they are worth 
mentioning. One section of the public, perhaps the 
largest and mest influential, desire something like the 
Prussian system modified toe suit English customs; 
another section will be satisfied by minor reforms of the 
present means of defence; while the third wishes to see 
every schoolboy drilled, and every man capable of bear- 
ing arms enrolled, after the Swiss system. 

Mr. Cardwell’s plan fairly represents the second plan; 
all he asks for is the abolition of purchase and the cur- 
tailmeat of the patronage of lord lieutenants of coun- 
ties; the gradual formation of an army of reserves by 
the aid of short enlistments, with the condition of after 
service in the reserve; an improved system of drill for 
the militia and volunteers, and more stringent discipli- 
nary regulations for the latter. This, with an increased 
proportion of field guns, is a fair résumé of Mr. Card- 
well’s bill. In fact, with the exception of the abolition 
of an old abuse, Mr. Cardwell’s plan seems to point at 
the alterations which should be made, rather than pro- 
pose to make them. It is afeeler put out to test the 
country’s earnestness; a mere straw to indicate the 
wind’s direction ; a tentative effort, which may be the 
foundation of real reform. Without the abolition of 
purchase clause, the bill would have sunk and been 
heard of no more after the first night’s debate. But the 
proposed abolition of purchase was the bladder which 
kept it afloat, and riveted the attention of men who 
otherwise would not have given it a second thought. 
In Parliament the battle was fought over that clause 
only, the others being scarcely discussed. At first the 
bill gained general attention, and was, also generally 
well thought of. But the first impression has passed 
away, and people ask for more. The liberal press feebly 
applauds the measure, as in duty bound to their party in 
power; and that section of the public which hates 
change merely because it is change, considers that the 
bill meets all the necessities of the times. But the 
country is not satisfied. 

It is difficult to understand how it could be satisfied, 
considering the really utterly defenceless state of the 
capital and the line of coast, and the pitiably incomplete 
state of every branch and department of the supply and 
control services. 

Where the money goes it is impossible to say. One 
shrinks from spreading reckless accusations where they 
cannot be specifically substantiated. Yet the question 
Temains unanswered, where do the enormous sums yearly 
voted for military purposes go to? to what uses are they 
put? what is there to show for them? What is so ag- 
gravating is that the yearly estimate for military expendi- 
ture exceeds that of any nation on the globe, and with 
the exception of three or four of the smaller States of 
Europe, there is not one which is not in every respect 
better prepared for immediate hostilities, England hag 
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an unlimited supply of money, and can always buy some- 
where such things as she stands in need of, and thus 
often gets out of scrapes by taxing everybody’s already 
over-taxed pocket. But when one sees the number of 
men Belgium can throw on her frontier at three weeks’ 
notice, when we read of the number of guns and artille- 
ry horses belonging to the Swiss army, when we see the 
magnificent armies sent out by Prussia, we are driven to 
exasperation at the thought that in the one case what 
we admire is done for an eighth the amount spent for 
the same purpose in England, in the other case for the 
twentieth, and in the other for the half. There is not a 
first or second-class European State whose frontier is not 
artificially ten times more strongly defended than are 
England’s shores. But for the streak of silver sea, Eng- 
land would be practically open to attack from every 
quarter and by every knight errant at the head of a 
hundred men. The navy of course is a great defence; 
the sea, too, makes England difficult of attack; but then 
itis not with the money voted for military uses that the 
navy has been built, and though we may subsidize other 
nations, the sea is not to be bribed. So that neither of 
the two means of defence named is indebted to “mili- 
tary money” for their efficiency. Where then does the 
money go? The world knows England has no powder, 
whether wet or dry. She has no army—scarcely an 
army corps. Instead of four or five guns per thousand of 
her paper soldiers, she has perhaps two per thousand, if so 
many. Instead of breech-loaders, the militia has muz- 
zle-loading rifles. Two thirds of the volunteers are simi- 
larly badly armed. Stores of all kinds are wanting, 
and such as are to be obtained are old and of obsolete 
pattern or description. Then, look at the coast; look 
at London. For miles and miles the former is practie~1- 
ly defenceless ; the latter is altogether so. 

It would be useless to enumerate the many places on 
the southern coast which are not only undefended, but 
offer facilities for a hostile descent*as well’ as favora- 
ble positions for intrenchment. And the so-called de- 
fences are in many instances crumbling martello towers, 
on each of which is mounted a muzzle-loading gun of 
very ancient pattern and doubtful soundness. Many 
millions of pounds have been spent within the last fif- 
teen years in the so-called “coast defences.” But not- 
withstanding this expenditure in every part of the coast 
which is not naturally defended by high cliffs, marshes, 
canals, or railway embankments, an enterprising enemy 
who had avoided the channel fleet could readily make a 
descent. Yet the coast is termed the second or middle 
line of defence, the navy being the first and the army 
the third and last. At that part of the coast which is 
nearest London, viz., Brighton, the possibilities for a 
hostile descent are greater than almost anywhere; and 
between Brighton and London there is not a hill, river, 
or even canal, to be used in the way of defence. 

The great error people fall into is that of thinking 
that, if the army is nearly efficient and the navy in a 
similar condition, therefore the two combined make up 
one good whole and render England secure. Many per- 
sons entertain that false opinion, and are therefore con- 
tent to see things continue as they are; whereas, if they 
too joined in the popular outcry, the desired end might 
be attained. It is scarcely necessary to show how false 
the argument is. A fleet which is nearly but not quite 
sufficient for the task assigned to itin the present in- 
stance, and an army similarly situated, are very far, when 
taken together, from being a sufficient defence, for tae 
evident reason that they cannot act together, but must 
be taken in succession. If the fleet is overmatched and 
cannot keep the seas free of enemies, the army certainly 
cannot assist it, and it is only when this happens that 
the defensive army comes into play. Now itis more 
than doubtful whether the English fleet could continu- 
ously for any given time keep the coast clear of any in- 
vading squadron. Storms might disperse it; fogs'might 
assist the enemy, even if he were too weak to try the is- 
sue of cannon balls. But, supposing France were allied 
to either America, Austria, or even Italy, it is pretty 
certain the English fleet would have its work cut out in 
fighting the allied ships, without being able to spare a 
single vessel to watch the invading flotilla. 

The British Quarterly very lately expressed the opin- 
ion that within the past ten years France could have 
put a larger number of irenclads in the Channel than 
England could oppose to them, and that, had a war 
broken out between the two nations at that time, the 
English fleet might have been overmatched. It is there- 
fore acknowledged that the first line, or the fleet, might 
| be either evaded or perhaps defeated, 
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I have stated the condition in which is the second line, 
or the coast; the country, therefore, would have to de- 
pend for its safety and possible future independence on 
the third line of defence, or the army. The world knows 
its value at the present moment. It is no wonder under 
these circumstances that there should be a popular out- 
cry in favor of an efficient third line of defence—in 
other words, a numerous and well-equipped army, with 
plentiful reserves to fill up vacancies by death or dis 
ease. But the trifling reforms which might have satis- 
fied Englishmen a few months ago will no longer do so. 
A few thousand men added to the army, the abolition of 
this and the creation of that, will no longer satisfy the 
people. The change must be a radical one, and not in 
one particular only, but in all. Not only must the 
army be increased, but a proper reserve must be imme- 
diately formed, anda proper homogeneity established 
between the line, the militia, and the volunteers, so that 
one force may be the complement of the other and each 
necessary to the other two. Then the navy must be in- 
creased, the coast placed in a sufficiently safe state, and 
London itself must be either fortified, or at the least have 
certain sites adapted for the immediate and ready recep- 
tion of a powerful artillery. 

The objections to any system of fortification of Lon- 
don are manifold and patent. The most serious perhaps 
would be its extraordinary expense. After the experi- 
ence gained by the siege of Paris, no engineer probably 
would think either of defending the capital by a regular 
enceinte, or by works placed so near the populous quar- 
ters as they were in France. But London is so vast that 
if forts are to be erected at a sufficient distance to protect 
every suburb of the capital calling itself part of London 
itself, and which in fact is part of London, the circle of 
forts or batteries would extend to a circumference near- 
er seventy miles than sixty. How difficult it would be 
to guard so extensive a line of works, without giving the 
enemy any opportunity of creeping in between different 
batteries ! Then the expense would be little short of 
fabulous. Not only would it be necessary to buy up suf- 
ficient ground for the erection of batteries, magazines, 
ditches, rifle-pits, and similar works, but clearance rights 
over an immense zone outside these works must be paid 
for, to prevent the erection within it of any obstruction 
or building likely to interfere with the fire ofthe defence 
or give shelter to the enemy. 

Nevertheless, the fall of the capital means the fall of 
Woolwich, of Enfield, and of Waltham ; the first being 
the only gun and gun-carriage manufactory, and the 
only placein which ammunition, whether for gunsor rifles, 
can be prepared; the second is the one single manufac- 
tory of small arms in the kingdom, and Waltham the 
only powder mill. 

Some means, therefore must, necessarily be found of se- 
curing the practical safety of these places; and as that 
can only be done by defending ,the capital, it follows 
that London must in some way or other be fortified, The 
most widely different schemes are proposed. To briefly 
mention one-half of them would fill a column. I have 
said enough to explain the thoroughly unsatisfactory 
state in which England at the present moment finds 
herself to repel any foreign invasion. The fleet is re- 
ally the only power which can at all be relied on; and 
putting aside the possibility of its being defeated, a 
contingency many Englishmen wilfully ignore, it is cer- 
tainly not impossible to name probable contingencies 
under which the fleet would be either useless or evaded 
by the enemy. It is astonishing that panics have not 
been more frequent. However safe England may have 
been under the old conditions of fighting, with modern 
improvements she is far from unassailable. This truth, 
thank God, is being gradually recognized. Stately quar- 
terlies even do not disdain to build up possibilities under 
which a force of 100,000 men, whether Prussian or French 
might be found disputing a landing some fine 
I have not mentioned the obvious weak point in England’s 
armor—lIreland—it being so very palpable. I may say, 
however, that there is not on all the Irish coast a single 
fort or fortified harbor capable of standing against a 
single modern ironclad, let alone a dozen. Cork harbor, 
I believe, has lately been surveyé® for purposes of de- 
fence, and a few batteries erected; but nothing beyond 
the most elementary defence is yet prepared. 

Can it be wondered that there should be a longing for 
better protection from such ills as cur neighbors have 
been visited by ? Is it astonishing that so many persons 
should be asking each other, the press, and everybody 
else what has become of all the millions voted to piace the 
country in absolute yt y have raat ney 
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from a pleasant dream to find themselves confronted by the 
ugliest of realities. For my part, although a Liberal and 
what is in England termed a radical at heart, I would 
gladly welcomé back the Tories to office, as I believe they 
would at once actin the right way, and not talk, as do 
the so-named Liberals now in_office. I would gladly see 
a military dictator take up the reins, and the stricter 
and sterner his government the better would I be 
pleased, if, as is probable, he would turn his attention to 
England’s present needs. And I am sure many think 


THE ARMY. 


A VERY exciting and closely contested game of base 
ball came off April 12, at the garrison grounds, Charles- 
ton, 8. ©., between the rival clubs of Companies D and I, 
Eighteenth Infantry, stationed there. A large number 
of spectators were present, and the game was witnessed 
with the deepest interest throughout. The following is 
the score by innings—runs : 











Ist 2d 3d 4th Sth 6th 7th 8th 9th Total. 
Company D..4 3 9 0 1 3 6 5 3 * 84 
Company I..7 3 5 2 7 4 2 4 6 40 


Umpire, Captain B. B. Keeler, Eighteenth Infantry. 
Scorer, Captain A. L. Morris, Eighteenth Infantry. 
Time of game, three hours. 





Company K, First Cavalry, was ordered April 6 to 
proceed without delay to Camp Halleck, Novada, and 
relieve Company I, Third Cavalry, now at that post. 
The detachment of Company I, Third Cavalry, for Lieu- 
tenant Wheeler's expedition, having been fully provided 
with horses and equipments, the remaining horses and 
other public property, except horse equipments in pos- 
session of that company, will, in accordance with Spe- 
cial Orders No. 59, headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, April 6, be turned over to the commanding officer 
of Company K, First Cavalry. Company I, Third Cay- 
alry, will then proceed by frail to San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, and thence by steamer to Drum Barracks, Cali- 
fornia, and report to the commanding officer Depart- 
ment of Arizona for further orders. One lieutenant of 
Company I, Third Cavalry, will be left at Camp Halleck, 
in command of the detachment for Lieutenant Wheeler's 
expedition, until relieved by Lieutenant Wheeler, when 
he will join his proper station. 





By orders from headquarters Department of Dakota, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, April 3, 1871, the abandon- 
ment of the military stations at Whetstone, Lower Brulé, 
Crow Creek, Cheyenne, and Grand River Agencies is 
ordered, and will be carried into effect so soon as the 
necessary disposition of the public property and stores 
thereat can be made and transportation provided for the 
removal of their respective garrisons; when the com- 
panies of the Twenty-second Infantry, composing the 
garrisons of Whetstone. Lower Brulé, and Crow Creek 
Agencies, will proceed to and take post at Fort Sully; 
the four companies of the Seventeenth Infantry, from 
Cheyenne and Grand River Agencies, will proceed to 
and take post at Fort Buford, relieving the three com- 
panies of the Seventh Infantry now garrisoning that 
_ post. The major of the Seventeenth will command the 
movement of the battalion as far as Fort Stevenson, 
where he will relieve the lieutenant-colonel of the regi- 
ment in command of that post. The lieutenant-colo- 
nel will then assume command of the battalion, and 
proceed with it and take command of Fort Buford. Upon 
being relieved by the Seventeenth, the battalion of the 
Seventh at Fort Buford will proceed, under command 
of the lieutenant-colonel of the‘regiment, by river to Fort 
Benton, and thence by land to Fort Shaw, M. T., the 
regimental headquarters, where the companies composing 
it will receive orders assigriag them to posts in Montana. 
The following movements, transfers, and assignments 
of medical officers and hospital stewards are to take 
effect on the abandonment of the above military stations: 
Acting Assistant Surgeon J. C. Byrnes, U. 8. Army, from 
Lower Brulé to Fort Randall. Acting Assistant Sur- 
geon F. A. Davis, U. S. Army, from Cheyenne to accom- 
pany the troops to and take post at Fort Buford. Acting 
Assistant Surgeon C. E. McChesney, U. 8. Army, on be- 
ing relieved by Acting Assistant Surgeon Davis, to pro- 
ceed to and take post at Fort Stevenson. Acting Assist- 
ant Surgeon Wm. Barbour, U. 8. Army, to accompany 
the troops from Grand. River to Fort Buford, and thence 
to accompany the battalion of the Seventh Infantry 
to Fort Benton, where he will take post, relieving Sur- 
geon P. C. Davis, U. S. Army, who will accompany the 
battalion of the Seventh from that post to Fort Shaw, 
where he will report for duty as post surgeon. Acting 
Assistant Surgeon G. N. Hopkins, U. 8. Army, to aceom- 
pany the troops from Whetstone to Fort Sully, whence he 
will at once proceed to join and accompany the battalion 
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company the battalion of the Seventh to Fort Shaw, 
where he will report to the commanding officer for duty. 
Hospital Steward Edmond Walsh, U. 8S. Army, at Whet- 
stone, will proceed to Fort Pembina and report to the 
commanding officer forduty. Hospital Steward Charles 
Primbs, U. 8. Army, at Crow Creek, will accompany the 
troops to Fort Sully. Thence he twill proceed at once to 
join and accompany the battalion of the Seventeenth to 
Fort Buford, whence he will accompany the battalion of 
the Seventh to Fort Shaw, from which post he will pro- 
ceed to Fort Ellis and report to the commanding officer 
for duty. Hospital Steward James D. Sadler, U.S. Army, 
at Grand River, will proceed to Fort Randall and report 
to the commanding officer for duty. 





Tue following is the report of the rolative standing of 
the lieutenants of the class of 1871, at the Artillery 
School, U. 8S. Army, Colonel W. F. Barry, commanding, 
as determined by the staff of the school at the annual 
examination, April, 1871: 
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The following is the report of the order of merit by 
marks in the practical course, during the months of May, 
June, and July, the maximum being 165: Lieutenants 
Hobbs, 164.3’; Breckinridge, 162.8 ; Califf, 162.5; Bars- 


panies this is the same as the one published with Gener- 
al Order No. 4, published in the JouRNAL of February 
11, p. 410, with the leather stocks omitted and the follow- 
ing added, “ Great coats lined with blanket, $6.44; mit- 
tens, wool, pairs of, 22 cents.” The table of prices at 
which camp or garrison equipage will be charged in 
cases of loss or damage remains the same. The table of 
allowance of clothing remains the same, with the omis- 
sion of leather stock and the addition of two woollen blan- 
kets the first year, and one the third year, a total of three 
for the five years of enlistment. We omit these tables 
therefore, and publish only the following in connection 
with this order.—Ep. JouURNAL. | 








































































































tow, 161.8; Van Ness, 161.6; Kelly, 160.8; McMurray, 
157.8 ; Patterson, 156.9; Weir, 154.0; Stanton, 151.5; 
Taylor, 151.3; Stewart, 149.2; Sage, 147.3; Sawyer, 
146.8; Wolfe, 124.5; Van Reed, 114.3. 

WASHINGTON, March 8, 1870. 
General Orders No. 27. 


Tue following decision of the Secretary of War, rel- 
ative to the responsibility of officers for public property, 
and theaction of boards of survey, is published for 
the information the Army : P 

“ An officer who turns over stores to annother for 
transportation in the best condition in which it is possi- 
ble for him to put said stores, is relieved from any 
further responsibility concerning them by the receipt of 
the officer to whom they are intrusted for transportation. 
Should the officer to whom the stores are consigned dis- 
cover in them damage or deficiency, such as described 
by the General Rayelations, he will apply for a board of 
survey, whose members shall be sworn to an impartial 
discharge of their duty, and before which all concerned 
shall be heard in person or by letter. The board shall 
ascertain and determine the amount or condition of 
stores actually delivered to the receiving officer, who 
shall receipt to the officer intrusted with their trans- 
portation for the amount and quality so determined. 
The latter officer shall be held responsible for all dam- 
age or deficiency, unless relieved therefrom by the re- 
port of the board of survey, duly approved by the re- 
viewing authority.” 

By command of General Sherman. 

E. D. TownsEND, Adjutant-General. 





GENERAL ORDERS—SERIES OF 1871. 


“HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, April 4, 1871. 


General Orders No. 37. 


In view of the changes in the clothing allowance of 
enlisted men of the Army, published in General Orders 
No. 9, February 8, 1871, General Orders No. 4, January 
17, 1871, is revoked, and the following substituted : 

The accompanying table of the price of clothing and 
equipage for the Army of the United States, with the 
allowance to each soldier for clothing in kind during 
each year of his enlistment, and the money allowance 
therefor for each month and year, is approved and pub- 
lished for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

It will take effect on the 1st of April, 1871, after which 
date, and until further orders, enlisted men will be 
charged or credited, on each muster-roll, with the bal- 
ances that may be due from or to them on account of 
ont . Co tote of mea: ee ee shall be 
inclu ry the pa in computi amounts 
due the soldier on aid rolls. sited 

Leather stocks will be di with. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 
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War DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, April 15, 1871. 


Orders. 
Upon the retirement of General Schriver from his 
present duties, the chief clerk will receive all emma 
cations from the several bureaux of the War Departmen 
addressed to the Secretary of War and which may ™® 
uire his action. 
i "The chief clerk will also receive and distribute the be 
ficial mail; have the custody and be respo ble for the 
safe-keeping of all the books and papers in the be 
ment, of the building and all property therein; 9m of 
the medium of communication between the Recretery - 
War and the officers of the Department and all o 


He will, for the ) a gu continue to discharge the du- 











[The statement of the prices of clothing which accom- ‘ 


sc eid i Ww. W. BeLknar, Secretary of Wer 
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ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
April 17, 1871, 
Tuesday, April 11. 

THE Quartermaster’s Department will furnish trans- 
portation for C. A. de la Mesa, an insane man, late cap- 
tain Eleventh regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, and one 
attendant from Brooklyn, New York, to Washington, 
D. C., and for the attendant back to Brooklyn. The cost 
of this transportation will be paid by the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral of the Army. 

First Lieutenant James M. J. Sanno, Seventh Infantry, 
is hereby relieved from duty at Fort Columbus, New 
York Harbor, and will proceed without delay to join his 
regiment in the Department of Dakota. 

Captain William G. Mitchell, Fifth Infantry, will re- 

rt in person without delay to the general commanding 

partment of Dakota, for duty as aide-de-camp. 

Paragraph 6, Special Orders No. 137, April 5, 1871, 
from this office, relieving Captain A. C. Wildrick, Third 
Artillery, from his present duties and directing him to 
join his station without delay, is hereby amended to take 
effect when Captain C. D. Emory, Ninth Infantry, shall 
have reported for duty on the staff of the general com- 
manding Military Division of the Atlantic. 

Wednesday, April 12. 


By direction of the President, a General Court-martial 
is hereby appointed to meet at Omaha Barracks, Nebras- 
ka, on the 20th day of April, 1871, or as goon thereafter 
as practicable, for the trial of Assistant Surgeon W. H. 
H. Michler. Detail for the court: Colonel W. H. Em- 
ory, Fifth Cavalry; Colonel J. H. King, Ninth Infantry ; 
Colonel I. N. Palmer, Second Cavalry; Major Benjamin 
Alvord, paymaster; Surgeon J. B. Brown; Major A. J. 
Perry, quartermaster; Major E. F. Townsend, Ninth In- 
fantry ; Captain J. W. Barriger, commissary of subsis- 
tence; Captain W. H. Jordan, Ninth Infantry; Major 
H. P. Curtis, judge-advocate. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Guido Ilges, 
Fourteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 151, June 30, 
1870, from this office, is hereby extended four months. 


Thursday, Aprii 13. 


Leave of absence for six months, to date from May 1 
proximo, with permission to go beyond the sea, is hereby 
granted Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster U. 8. Army. 

Superintencent Amos J. Potter, national cemetery at 
Glendale, Virginia, is hereby granted leave of absence 
for forty-five days, to take effect from June 15, 1871. 

Hospital Steward J. Wishart, U. S. Army, now at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, will (as soon as his services 
can be dispensed with at that post) report in person to 
the commanding officer St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri, for 
duty at that post. 

Hospital Steward Frederick Landfried, U. S. Army, 
now at St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri, will, upon being re- 
lieved, report in person without delay to the command- 
ing. general Department of the Missouri for assignment 
to duty. . 

The telegraphic order of the 12th instant, from this 
office, directing the commanding general Department of 
the East to order First Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, First 
Artillery, to report to Colonel Davis, superintendent 
General Recruiting Service, New York city, to conduct 
recruits, if he could be spared, is hereby confirmed. 
Upon completion of thisduty Lieutenant Wheeler will 
rejoin his proper station. 

Captain Samuel K. Schwenk, Eighth, Cavalry, will 
proceed to join his regiment. 

Friday, April 14. 

The leave of absence granted Captain David Krause, 
Fourteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 26, February 
20, 1871, from headquarters Department of the Platte, is 
hereby extended sixty days. 

Saturday, April 15. 

Upon the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
Hospital Steward Henry Taylor will be discharged the 
service of the United States, to date April 6, 1871. 

Upon being relieved from duty at the Artillery School, 
Fort Monroe, Virginia, leave of absence for thirty days, 
is granted to First Lieutenant James R. Kelly, Third 
Artillery. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Levi C. Bootes, Twenty-fifth In- 
fantry (promoted from major of the Twentieth Infantry), 
will proceed to join his regiment in the Department of 
Texas. 

Monday, Aprii 17. 

Hospital Steward Colburn S. Miller, U. S. Army, will 
be dishonorably discharged the service of the United 
States upon the receipt of this order at the post where he 
may be serving. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First L.ieu- 
tenant V. M. C. Silva, Twenty-first Infantry, in Special 
Orders No, 55, March 31, 1871, from headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific,is hereby further extended 
three months, on surgeon’s certificate of disability. 

First Lieutenant James 8. King, Twelfth Infantry 
(promoted from second lieutenant), will proceed with- 


out delay to join his proper station in the Department of 
the Columbia. 








LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted Captain 
E. B. Grimes, assistantquartermaster U.S. Army, from 
headquarters Department of the Missouri, April 14. 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tue following is a list of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Company K, First Cavalry, from Benicia Barracks, Cal., to Camp 
Halleck, Nev., April6. Ordered. 
Company I, Third Cavalry, from Camp Halleck, Nev., to Drum 
 ~ 8, > me - Oe Ordered. 
mpan » Fourth Cavalry, f Fort Griffin. o 
Richa 4 Tex., March 27, —— aoe peineetis 
Headquarters and Companies A, G, H, and I, Fourteenth Infan- 
bat assigned . ow = Lg Laramie, Wyoming, March 7. 
mpanies a ‘ourteenth Inf: assigned 
at Fort Fetterman, Wyoming, March 7’ Phere: 


ARMY PERSONAL. 





Actine Assistant Surgeon W. H. George, U.S. Ar- 
my, was relieved April 6 from duty at Fort Ransom, D. 
T., and ordered to Fort Abercrombie, D. T., for temporary 
duty. 

Upon the abandonment of the station at Crow Creek, 
the contract of Acting Assistant Surgeon H. F. Living- 
ston, U. 8. Army, will be annulled by the commanding 
officer. 


First Lieutenant Alexander Grant, First Cavalry, 
was ordered April 6 to proceed without delay to Camp 
McDermitt, Nevada, and report for duty with his com- 
pany. 

Hospirat Steward Henry Brown, U. 8. Army, was 
ordered April 12 from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Har- 
ker, Kansas, where he will report to the commanding 
officer for duty. 


being relieved from duty at the Artillery School, Fort 
Monroe, Virginia, was granted First Lieutenant W. E. 
Van Reed, Fifth Artillery, April 11. 


REVEREND Truman Seymour and his wife, the parents 
of Brevet Major-General Truman Seymour, U.S. Army, 
Major Fifth Artillery, celebrated their golden wedding 
recently at their residence in Troy, N. Y 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
go beyond the limits of the Department of the Lakes, 
was granted Chaplain Chauncey W. Fitch, U. 8. Army, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, April 13. 

Magsor J. W. Nicholls, paymaster U. 8. Army, having 
reported at the headquarters Department of Dakota, in 
compliance with orders from the War Department, was 
assigned to duty at Sioux City, Iowa, April 11. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
go beyond the limits of the Department of the Lakes, 
was granted First Lieutenant A. Benson Brown, First 
Infantry, on surgeon’s certificate of disability, April I7. 

First Lieutenant Henry Romeyn, Fifth Infantry, was 
relieved April 10 from duty as a member of the General 
Court-martial convened at Fort Lyon, C. T., and Captain 
James H. Gageby, Third Infantry, detailed as a member. 


AssISTANT Surgeon H. Lippincott, U. 8. Army, having 
reported in person at the headquarters Department of 
the East, was ordered April 11 to proceed without delay 
to Raleigh, N. C., and relieve Assistant Surgeon John 
Brooke, U, 8. Army, from duty as post surgeon. 


THE leave of absence for seven days taken by Captain 
J.B. Campbell, Fourth Artillery, as post commander, 
under the provisions of paragraph 180, Revised U. S. 
Army Regulations, was extended seven days April 12, 
by orders from headquarters Department of the East. 


In compliance with instructions from the Adjutant- 
General of the Army, First Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, 
First Artillery, was ordered April 14 to report without 
delay to Colonel J. C. Vavis, superintendent General Re- 
cruiting Service, New York city, to accompany recruits 
to Kentucky. 


First Lieutenant David J. Craigie, Twelfth Infantry, 
upon being relieved from duty at Yuma Depot, A. T., 
will report in person without delay to his regimental 
commander at Angel Island, California, for assignment, 
in accordance with orders from headquarters Military 
Division of the Pacific, April 10. 


CapTaIn Stephen G. Whipple, First Cavalry, having 
reported at headquarters Military Division of the Pa- 
cific, en route to join his proper station, was ordered 
April 6 to proceed without delay to Drum Barracks, 
California, and report to the commanding officer Depart- 
ment of Arizona for further orders. 


First Lieutenant Frank K. Upham, First Cavalry, 
having reported at the headquarters Military Division of 
the Pacific, in compliance with instructions from the Ad- 
jutant-General’s office, was ordered April 8 to proceed 
withoiit delay to Benicia Barracks, California, and report 
to the commanding officer for temporary duty. 


AcTING upon the friendly suggestion of our corre- 
spondent “ 8.” in the JOURNAL of the Ist instant, Isaac 
d’Isay, late captain U. S. Army, gives us his address as 
the Fort Wayne Novelty Works, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
He adds : “1 shall always be most happy to entertain any 
of my friends who may have occasion to come this way.” 


THE following officers reported at headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific during the week ending 
April 10, 1871: Captain. P. Collins, Twenty-first Infan- 
try ; Captain S. G. Whipple, First Cavalry ; First Lieu- 
tenant F'. K. Upham, First Cavalry; First Lieutenant 
A. C. Taylor, Second Artillery. 

Tue following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East fur the week ending April 18, 
1871: Captain J. B. Campbell, Fourth Artillery; Major 
W. A. Rucker, paymaster, U.S. Army; Captain Thomas 
H. Hay, U.S. Army; Captain Joseph W. Gelray, U. 8. 
Army. 

CAPTAIN Patrick Collius, Twenty-first Infantry, hav- 
ing reported at the headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, was ordered April 4 to proceed to San José, Cal- 
ifornia, and take charge of the rendezvous at that place 
as recruiting officer, relieving Lieutenant Edwin 8. Cur- 
tis, Second Artillery, who, upon being relieved, will re- 
port in person to the commanding officer of the Presidio 
of San Francisco, for duty with his company. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Detroit, Michigan, April 20, for the trial of Captain Fer- 
gus Walker, First Infantry, and such prisoners as may 
be brought before it. Detail for the court: Major H. 
CO. Pratt, Paymaster U. 8S. Army; Major C. L. Best, 
First Artillery; Captain William Silvey, First Artillery ; 
Captain John P. Hawkins, commissary of subsistence U. 
S. Army; Captain R. E. Johnston, First Infantry ; Cap- 
tain F. H. Parker, Ordnance Corps U.S. Army; Captain 
Thomas M. Talmen, First Infantry. Captain R.H. Jack- 
son, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 





yoming, 
No change in headquarters 
this office sinep Apr iL. Pamuee Of artillery reported at 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days, to take effect on his | p 





Ohio, on Tuesday, the 18th instant, from the effects 
wounds received during the late war. His remains will 
be taken to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, He was u- 
ated from the Military Academy, June 11, 1864, an 
moted to second lieutenant the Fourth 
August 21, 1864; he was promoted to first lieutenant by 
brevet, February 1, 1864; he was placed on the retired 
list on account of wounfls received in and fre- 
stored to active service as captain of the Forty-third In- 
fantry, July 28, 1866. 


a 


i 


Fort Adams, R. L, April 20. Detail for the court : Ga: 
tain W. F. Randolph, Fifth Artillery; Captain B. F. 
Rittenhouse, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant G. W. 
Crabb, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant J. A. Fessen- 
den, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant 38. K. Roberts, 
Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant Wells Willard, Fifth 
Artillery ; Second Lieutenant O. R. Barnett, Fifth Ar- 
tillery ; Second Lieutenant D. 8S. Denison, Fifth Artil- 
lery ; Second Lieutenant W. 8. Chaplin, Fifth Artillery. 
irst Lieutenant W. B. Beck, regimental quartermaster 
Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 

THE following officers are on duty at the depot of the 
General Recruiting Service, Eastern ie rope 
Fort Columbus, Governor’s Island, New York Harbor : 
Lieutenant-Colonel T. H. Neill, Sixth Cavalry, com- 
manding depot ; Surgeon Charles Page, U. 8. Army ; 
Assistant Surgeon George M, Sternberg, U. 8. Army; 
First Lieutenant W. C. Beach, Eleventh Infantry, post 
adjutant; First Lieutenant G. L. Luhn, Fourth Infan- 
try; First Lieutenant W. E. Dougherty, First Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant R. G. Rutherford, Twelfth Infantry, 
acting assistant quartermaster. ‘Che recruiting rendez- 
vous are as follows: Boston—Captain Joseph Bush, 
Twenty-second Infantry, 2 Bulfinch street. Brooklyn 
—Lieutenant Charles Keller, Second [Infantry, 9 Myrtle 
avenue; branch rendezvous,9 Broadway. Buffalo, N. 
Y.—Lieutenant G. R. Griffiths, Ninth Infantry, Spaul- 
ding’s ExchangeBuilding. Baltimore, Md.—Lieutenant 
Thos. Latchford, Twentieth Infantry, 16 Centre Market 
Space; branch rendezvous, 343 Bond St. New, York City — 
Captain C. A. Wikoff, Eleventh Infantry, 100 Walker 
street; branch rendezvous, 6 Centre street and 3884 
Pearl street. New York City—Lieutenant A. W. Hoff- 
man, Tenth Infantry, 109 West street; branch rendez- 
vous, 1 Greenwich street. New Haven, Conn.—Lieuten- 
ant Mott Hooton, Twenty-second Infantry, Collen’s 
Block. Philadelphia, Pa.—Lieutenant D. T. Wells, 
Eighth Infantry, 255 North Fifth street ; branch rendez- 
vous, 1,504 Market street. Rochester, N. Y.—Captain 
W. L. Kellogg, Tenth Infantry, 11 Exchange street. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Journat all facts 
of interest to the Navy) especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels, 








VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. ‘ 


Apvices from Aspinwall to the 8th state that the 
Nipsic has sailed for the Atrato river to finish the sur- 
vey. 

THE Senate on the 12th of April confirmed the ap-« 
pointment of R. H. Lamson to be lieutenant in the 
Navy. 

Tue Imperial Austrian corvette Novarra is. expected 
at New York from Annapolis. She isa training-ship for 
cadet midshipmen of the Austrian navy. 

THE Tennessee is ordered to be thoroughly inspected 
by the Engineering Department, and after being put in 
order she will be sent to sea on a trial trip. 

Tue following naval promotions are announced: 
Paymasters William H. Williams and Charles'¥. Guild, 
to be advanced ten numbers each in their grade. 

A LETTER from Shanghai, March 13, says navigation 
with the northern ports is opened, and Admiral Rodgers 
will be there to start for Corea about the middle of 
April. 

THE U. S. steamer Wachusett, third-rate, six guns, 
695 tons, now being fitted for sea, was built at the Boston 
Navy-yard, and her engines were furnished by the More 
gan Iron Works in 1861-2. 

Tue Saratoga is being rapidly pushed to completion. 
She is being fitted to accommodate fifty-six midshipmen, 
and will sail from New York for Annapolis on the 1st of 
May, and will leave the latter place on the 15th on the 
annual summer cruise. 

TE third-class steamers Jroquois, Wyoming, and Wachu- 
sett are now being fitted out to join our squadron abroad, 
and will sail about the first of June. The Powhatan at 
Philadelphia and Canandaigua at New York are also 
being prepared for sea, and will go out shortly after 
the three vessels above named, 


TE following confirmations were made by the Senate 
April 19, 1871: Second Lieutenant B. F. MacKinioy, to 
be first lieutenant in the Revenue Marine Service, 
William G. Pigott, to be removed; William H. King, 
Louis J. Allen, Robert L. Harris, George D. Emmons, 
Henry W. Fitch, Edward Farmer, James Sheridan, John 
Koop, Isaac 8. Finney, and James H. to ba 
first assistant engineers in the Navy. 

TuE United States steamer Shawmut, ip of Port 
Admiral Silas H. Stringham, is now anc off the 
Battery, New York. The following is a list of her offi- 
cers: Edward E. Potter, commander ; George W. Wad- 
leigh, lieutenant-commandor Brcee Grilley, first assist- 
ant engineer ; Joseph Foster, assistant | ey tg 
Edward H. Ware, passed assistant surgeon ; A. 
Morgan, lieutenant ; Douglas Roben, lieutenant; A. B. 
H. Liliie, lieutenant ; a RB on ae William 
W. Kimball, ensign; Jo) riggs, 

A. Fields, ensign; James W. Graydon, ensign; . Frank 
C. McConnell, captain’s clerk. 





CaPTax Jobn Elliott, U.S. Army, died at Dayton, 





A LETTER, dated April 5, on board the U. &. steamer 
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ceon the ship, and by the advice of the 
snicht be put into port and there took —_ co as 

t be necessary to prevent the s o e disease. 
The following named persons were Tanded : Midshipman 
poe Reach; landsmen, ; ee a oa 

v3 i seamen, James Kennedy, Creely, 
and H. ym ; private of po William B 
Coyle. With the exception of Reed, the cases are mild. 
Commander poses to remain at Brest long 
enough to ascertain that the ship is free from the disease, 
and will then proceed to Havre. 


ADMIRAL Rodgers commandi 
reports from Hong Kong, under date of February 10, 
the disposition of the vessels of his fleet as follows: His 
fy any Deeg , arrived at Hong Kong February 
8, five days from Japan. Reports the officers and crew 
in good health. The Benicia and Idaho were at Yoko- 
hama. The Alaska has recently returned from a voyage 
up the Yangtze, where she had. been surveying certain 
channels which had undergone changes since the last 
survey was made. She was at last accounts at Shanghai. 
Reports ent from Admiral Lanman, com- 
mar 


to the departm 

the South Atlantic Fleet, give the following 
disposition of the vessels under his command February 
25: The flagship Lancaster arrived at Montevideo Feb- 
ruary 24 from Rio via St. Catharines. The Portsmouth 
was at Montevideo, expecting to sail March 1 for north- 
ern ports as far as Pernambuco, to return about the 10th 
of May. The Wasp wasat Coloma. The sick list was 
very small on board all the vessels, and the general 
health could not be better. The vessels of the South 
Squadron of the Pacific Fleet, Commander McDougal, 
reported to April 1, were disposed of at the following 
stations: Ossypee at Panama, to sail on the 3d for Payta, 
Peru. The Jamestown was to be despatched on arrival 
of the California steamer to Valparaiso, and thence back 
to Callao. The Resaca continued to co-operate with 
the Panama surveying expedition. The Onward was at 
Callao, and the St. Marys was cruising in that locality. 
The Mohican is now on her way to San Francisco under 
orders to Japan. The Monocacy repairing at Shang- 
hai. Her repairs are expect@l to be completed by 
Marchi5. The Ashuelot was up the. Tien-tsin river, 
where she had been all winter on account of the massa- 
eres of foreigners which had occurred in that region. 
The Palos was at Hong Kong. 


=I 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


their a 


the Asiatic Fleet, 
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REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Apnrit 12.—Lieutenant Maunsel B. Field, to ordnance duty at 
the Navy-yard, New York. ; 

Master Charles W. Christopher, to report to Chief of Bureau of 
Navigation for duty. , 

Paymaster Henry M. Meade and Chief Engineer Oscar H. Lackey, 
to the Wachusett on the Ist of June. 

Ac Sailmaker Joseph Wilson, to the Saranac. : 
Apnil 17.~Lieutenant-Commander Walter Abbot, to the Asiatic 


t. 
Acting Gunner George Dunn, to the Navy-yard, New York. 


DETACHED. 
Aprit 12.—Captain Wm. G. Temple, from the command of the 
Tennessee, and p on waiting orders. 


Lieutenant-Commanders Charles 8. Cotton, Geo. D. B. Glidden, 
and Henry C. Nields, Lieutenant Wallace Graham, Masters Chas. 
C. Cornwell and Frank W. Nichols, igns Wm. H. er, Den- 
nis H. Mahan, Henry T. Monahan, and J. H. C. Coffin, Second As- 
sistant EF Edward G. Allen, tswain Charles Miller, Gun- 
ner Thomas P. Venable, Carpenter Wm. D. Toy, and Sailmaker 
Francis Boom, from the Tennessee, and ordered to the Wachusett on 
the Ist of June. 

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. F. F. Wilde, Surgeon James Me- 

. Passed Assistant 5 mn Wm. 8. Fort, Assistant Surgeon 
M., Ruth, Chief E eer David B. Macomb, First Assistant Engi- 
neers Truman M. Jones, G. M. L. arty, and Edward A. Magee, 
from the Tennessee, and placed on waiting orders. 

Lieut t-C der George W. Hayward, from the Tennessee, 
and ordered to the Naval — 

Pa: Thomas m the Tennessee, and ordered to 





ymaster T. Caswell, 
Master Robert M. Tho from torpedo dut; the 30th 
. m uty on the 
inst., and ordered to the Warhusctt on the It of June, 
First i t i George W. Hall, from the Pilgrim, and 


Assistant Engineer 
granted a furlough for six months. 
Aparit 17.—Second Assistant Engineer H. N. Stevenson, from the 
Saranac, and waiting orders. 





LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
April 15, 1871: 
Edward Kelly, ordinary seaman, March 17, U. 8. steamer On- 
““Geonge W. Nesbitt, marine, April 2, Naval Hospital, Mare Island, 


Cal. 
Frank McCoy, marine, April 10, Naval Hospital, Chelsea. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


fed U. 8. Saris Goes i val 


gay Henry G, Ellsworth, U. S. Marine Corps.—On 
'. a. ‘arine -— 

Am 11, 1871, detached from Washington, D.C., 

ondéred to proceed by Pacific Railroad to Island, Cal., for 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(For the Army and Navy Journal.) 
THE INDIAN QUESTION—A PETITION TO CONGRESS. 





“Lo! the Indian, whose untutored mind” 
Bees antes in 0 tele —then goes it blind. 
Nine hundred broad-bri Quakers old, 
With weak ver, may fret and scold, 

And yea nay, in the red man’s ear, 

And work by love, and not through fear ; 
Still Mr. ‘3 an ugly “ cuss ”— 
Getting no better, but still getting “ wus.” 


Yes, yes, ’tis said, all very well ; 

What shall we do—I pray you tell— 

What shall we do? y, let me say 

The thing seems simple—plain as day. 

Just get the Indians all again, 

Then pen them up, throughout all weather; 
Put Congress down right in their middle, 
And a black fellow with his fiddle. 
Then wait ten years for the grand effect ; 
Half-breeds, of course, we may expect. 

Then let the Quakers try on $ 

The result of that I think will please. *** Finis, 
Lo! the r trader, whose unchristian greed 

one plunder in every “teepie” on which to feed— 


en thousand sharpers, to t . 
Throw “ Lo, the Indian,” completely in the shade ; 
Ply him with poison, in charity called whiskey, 
And then complain their trading is so risky. 


and five i: 
And having told (tolled) him thus to dabble deep in crimes, 
Cry loudly out for ** Justice ” and—their dimes. 
They think it wonderful that “‘ Lo” grows “ wus” 
By such gentle treatment from the other “ cuss.” 


What shall we do! the: with many ; 
If this thing holds, we’ oA naught eft but bones. 


These b: use no whisky, nor yet cheat ; 
our trade, and aim at our defeat. 
The thing is plain ; we’re bound our robes to get, 
E’en should dread small-pox permeate them yet. 
We'll have a war, exterminate the “ tribes,” 
And seek the spoils we want by gifts and bribes. 
What matters it if perish children, babes, and squaws?! 
This ought not, not, cannot work a pause. 


For this for years we shall not have to wait, 
wil fee 
1 feel, 
While we will never show the cloven heel. 
Then, when, war being over, peace shall crown our akill, 
We'll recommence our trade, and get our fill, 
Till whiskey works its natural end once more, 
And fills the Indian lands with gfief and gore. 
Thus to your petition, “ Finis,” do I sing, 
And greet you member of the “ Indian King.” 


i 








LETTERS FROM THE RANKS. 


A SOLDIER whose communication comes to us without 
date or address, takes exceptions to the remarks made 
by “ Othello” in the JouRNAL of the 18th of March. 
Granting the desirableness of a respectable, orderly class 
of men in the Army, he questions the possibility of get- 
ting men to enlist if the suggestion of “ Othello” were 
carried out to its full extent. The professional soldier 
is strongly opposed to farming operations, and to extra 
duty in digging wells and ditches, and building houses. 
He wishes to know if it is necessary for a soldier to 
combine with his knowledge of tactics a practical edu- 
cation in agriculture, carpentry, brick-making, and ma- 
sonry, and to ply each or all these several trades in ad- 
dition to his regular duties as a soldier. If so, he thinks 
this should be clearly understood before enlistment. 
The work of making roads, building houses, and culti- 
vating the soil could be done by men hired for the pur- 
pose and not employed in a military capacity; and the 
writer thinks that the escort and guard duty would be 
amply sufficient to keep the minds and bodies of the sol- 
diers active. On the whole, judging from the tenor of 
the letter, the writer must be one of that unfortunate 
class who are “ born tired.” 

Another writer makes a severe attack upon the insinu- 
ation of “Otheilo” that “ the Army is composed of the 
refuse of society, drones, scalawags, jail-birds, and 
drunken loafers.” He thinks the remark very insulting ; 
he thinks that perhaps “Othello” may belong to that 
class, but if so it is unjust for him to claim to represent 
the majority. This writer says he knows of many good 
men who have served long and faithfully for the good of 
their country, but he thinks they have found .it a thank- 
less service, and that most of them will retire to civil 
life when their term expires, and then perhaps “ Othello” 
and his “ pals ” will have it their own way, and call the 
U. 8. Army “a troop of scalawags” if they like. This 
is made the introduction to a vigorous criticism upon 
the bill of fare at the post. We think, from the jaun- 
diced view the writer takes of the subject, that he must 
have written during a fit of indigestion ; at least he fails 
to make out a clear case of hardship and injustice, other- 
wise his letter should be published intact. 

A writer at Fort Scott, Kansas, wishes to know why it 
has never occurred to those wise heads who voted boun- 
ties to those who served during the late war to remem- 
ber the soldiers who have served so efficiently on the 
Plains in conflicts with the Indians during the last five 
years. The record of the Seventh regiment, of which 
the writer is a member, is one of which its officers and 
men may well be proud. It has borne a distinguished 
part, he says, in the Republican raid, the fight at 
Fort Wallace, the southern raid across the Arkansas, the 
destruction of Black Kettle, the capture of Satanta, the 
weary, desolate campaign of the winter of 1868, and con- 
stant escort duty with Indian commissioners and engi- 
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neering parties. He further asks if his faithful seryigg 
of five years is not as deserving of acknowledgment ang 
reward as that of soldiers who spent a few months jp 
garrison duty or otherwise during the late rebellion. 


EVILS IN THE ARMY—WHAT AN OLD SOLDIER THINKS, 


An old soldier of twenty years’ service, who naturally 
takes an interest in this subject, wishes to see some stepg 
taken to improve the morale and discipline of the ge. 
vice. He says: 

The question is, what are the evils which cause so muh 
discontent, dissatisfaction, and desertion? I will state why 
I believe to be the causes : 

1. The insufficiency and the very inferior quality of the 
ration now issued. 

2. A want of interest by company commanders in the com. 
pany messes. 

3. Private messes of non-commissioned officers supported 
at the expense of the company mess. 

4, The company fund. 

5. The post fund (as the latter is never used for the benefit 
of the enlisted man). 

6. The post trader’s store—one of the greatest evils in ths 
service. 

7. The continued and shameful use of physical force in ep. 
forcing discipline. 

8. Unlawful punishment of enlisted men by commissioned 
officers, without the sentence of a court-martial. 

9. Compelling soldiers to work as laborers. 

10. Neglect of company officers to inspect their company 
mess rooms and kitchens, and see that their men are supplied 
with a sufficient quantity of wholesome food. 

11. Partial and injudicious selections of non-commissioned 
officers. 

12. Difficulty of getting good men to accept the position 
of non-commissioned officers, owing to the small difference 
in the pay, not being sufficient for the responsibility of the 
position. 

13. The insecurity of a non-commissioned officer’ s position. 
Too often is heard the cry of commissioned officers, “I'll 
break you, sir,” or ‘‘ I’ll reduce you to the ranks, sir;” 
and this too in the presence of privates. What soldier pos 
sessed of a spark of independence would accept such a posi- 
tion after listening to such language ? 

Let the pay, privileges, and security of the position be auch 
as will induce good men to accept the position, and then we 
will have a well disciplined army. 

Issue a proper amount of wholesome food. Increase the 
beef ration from one pound and a quarter to one pound and 
a half, andto one pound and three-quarters while’in the field. 
Discontinue the issuing of beans, rice, and hominy, and issue 
instead potatoes, cabbage, and turnips. At posts where, 
vegetables cannot be purchased, large gardens should be 
established, and citizens employed to work them. Every 
meal should be inspected by one of the company officers be- 
fore being eaten. Do away with daily and extra duties, post 
and company furds; also the soldier’s vampire—the post 
trader. Let the Government issue the soldier all he needs. 
A large tailor shop should be established at each post, so that 
the clothing could be manufactured to fit, and be neat and 
comfortable. Every post should have a library, reading 
room, and billiard hall. Some encouragement should be 
given to soldiers to remain in their barracks. With regard 
to labor, I will say that if a man must work he will go where 
he can obtain a sufficient recompense for his services. 

To prevent desertion and increase the morale of the Army, 
it is essential to improve the ration, clothe the Army with 
a suitable uniform, increase the pay and privileges of non- 
commissioned officers, do away with all manual Jabor, and 
then enforce strict discipline, and reward merit and ability 
alone with promotion. Twenty Years A RE@uLar. 








THE ARTILLERY SCHOOL. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: School’s out, and as of old our bunks claim our un- 
divided attention. For five long months has “ Mitchell” 
guided us in our wanderings o’er the globe, showing to 
us its mighty rivers and boundless seas. Together we 
have frozen in frigids and thawed in the tropics, resting 
finally on the highest mounts with the world at our feet. 
With “Goodrich ” have we wandered in all climes, among 
all tribes and nations, have familiarized ourselves with 
their manners and customs, and listened with amaze 
ment to his description of the manifold changes in our 
own native land since the days when Columbus “pad- 
dled his own canoe,” to the time when Booth cried, “I’m 
sick ; send for McGinnis.” And “ Davies” ever willing 
and always ready to mystify, then “finds” us, dismisses 
us with our knowledge-boxes overflowing with extracts 
of knotty roots, which have twined themselves among it- 
numerable angles, circles, and spheres, all firmly fastened 
upon our memory by his “chains,” out of which we 
often have shaken tLe kinks. Weawait the approaching 
pay-day, when our “nobby sigs” will bear testimony 
the pains and patience of our instructor in writing. Our 
“ janitor ” with his broadest smile, politely bows us from 
the section room, wishing each one as he passes that he 
may stand among the “ fives.” 

So much for the school. Allow me to correct the gen 
eral impression held by many, who, through the misrep- 
resentations of some of the former attendants, regard 
the Artillery School as something to be avoided, and in- 
fluenced by thisimpression withhold their applications 
for a year’stour. At no other post are greater facilities 
extended for instruction or improvement, not merely 2 
that which pertains exclusively to military life, but alse 
in that knowledge essential to business in civil life. 
healthy and pleasantly located post, preferable to the sick- 
ly stations of the South beyond all comparison, the largest 
and best assorted military library in the Army (West 
Point excepted), with a complete and valuable military 
museum connected therewith, an excellent band, am 
above all, “five nights in bed.” This last, combined 
with the others, should prove a superior inducement to 
those who, while wishing to come, hesitate between I~ 
clination and fear. Another important feature is, that 
such enlisted men as are forwarded for instruction are 
excused from all those military duties which would i 
terfere with their recitations or time required for study- 
There are many who, while admitting the foregoi™s: 





will claim that an application for a year’s instruction 
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implies ignorance of their AB O’s. To such I would 
say, that the A B C's taught at this school differ con- 
siderably from those of our earlier days, and are of 
@ more complicated nature, being accompanied with 
countless exponents and coefficients, promiscuously scat- 
tered among symbols of every conceivable shape. On 
the whole, I think a knowledge of this arrangement of 
the alphabet would prove highly beneficial to many of 
my friends. 

Examinations of the “non-coms” follows immedi- 
ately after that of the officers, after which the enlisted 
men who have finished the year’s course will receive 
their “diplomas” and rejoin their respective batteries, 
north and south ; your correspondent once more estab- 
lishing his base of operations in Pulaski, that ancient 
spot 
Pp Where mosquitoes breed but never die, 

Where snakes and lizards thickly lie 
Where nothing is seen but water and sky, 
SCALES. 

ARTILLERY ScHOOL, April 1, 1871. i 








SABRE PRACTICES—CAVALRY TACTICS—1841. 
Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: Having from time to time read the articles on 
“Volunteer Cavalry,” published in your journal, I take 
this opportunity of giving expression to my views on at 
least one artiele which the writer makes very conspicu- 
ously, that is, the necessity of a cavalryman being able to 
handle his sabre with dexterity. 

I have been a cavalryman for eighteen years, and fully 
endorse his opinion, that a good cavalryman should be 
a good swordsman. 

The system of sabre exercise now in use is not by any 
means sufficient to perfect aman in the proper use of the 
sabre. 

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of practices, ar- 
ranged from our present sabre exercise; the object of 
the practices being similar to that obtained in the broad 
sword exercise, i. e., to give the soldier a more perfect 
knowledge of the use of the sabre; to show him practi- 
cally the advantage of every cut, point, guard, and par- 
ry; and, how and when to deliver with advantage. It 
differs from the broad sword exercise by being selécted 
and arranged progressively from the established U. S. 
Cavalry Tactics, 1841, and, I am satisfied, would not 
take long to learn, after the usual sabre drill was well 
understood. 

The enclosed copy is only a part of the arranged prac- 
tices, it being intended for an “ attack and defence” on 
the right and left rear; the second series being intended 
for “ attack and defence” on the left and right rear, simi- 
lar to the enclosed copy. 

These, or similar practices with the sabre, together 
with the single-stick practices mentioned by your “Vol- 
unteer Cavalryman,” would, I am satisfied, give the men 
an. incentive to become good swordsmen, which our 
present system will never do, and, although the prac- 
tices were not well received at.Army headquarters, on 
account of the “cavalry having enough to do to learn the 
present system of tactics and sword practice,” 1 think 
that if paragraph 910, Revised Army Regulations, 1863, 
was fully complied with by post commanderg, there 
would be not only time for making our cavalry good 
swordsmen, but putting them in every respect on equal 
footing with any cavalry in the world. 


The men being thoroughly instructed in the sabre exercise as 
laid down in the Tactics, a squad of ten or twelve files are armed 
with old sabres, the points well rounded off, formed at cpen order, 
and the files opened as prescribed for sabre exercise, paragraph 216, 
cavalry tactics, sabres at a carry. 

FIRST PRACTICE. 

The inspector commands: (1) Front rank, ABOUT FACE; (2) Front 
(or rear) rank, ATTACK; (3) Marcu. 

At the last part of the second command, which is “‘ attack,” the 
front rank move to the left, by side-step, three feet. At the third 
command, “march,” the front rank step off, marching to their 
front, in the direction of the rear rank, and when within four and 
a half feet of the rear rank, and to the left of them, the instructcr 
commands—Hatt. The front rank halts, and are then at striking 
distance with the sabre from their respective rear rank men. 

Guarp.—Both ranks take the position of “guard.” In quarte (or 


(tierce), aTraAcK. One time, four motions. _ 
1. At the last part of the command, which is “‘ attack,” the front 
rank takes the first notion of ‘tin quarte, point.” 


2. Deliver the point at the breast of the rear rank man (who is 
termed the defending party), and, as the point is delivered, lunge 
forward with the right foot thirty-six inches to the front, the rear 
rank man defending by a “in tierce parry, given quickly.” 

3. The rear rank recover their sabres quickly, and return a “right 
point.” The front rank parry “in tierce,” throwing the point be- 
hind them, at the same time bringing the left foot eighteen inches 
in advance of the right, the men keeping a steady eye on each other 
while engaged. 

t. Disengage the sabres. Both ranks resume the position of 
“‘guard,” the front rank adyancing their right foot on a line with 
the left, and eighteen inches apart. 

Marcu.—The front rank step off, march six paces to their front, 
turn about and march up behind the rear rank man, and halt when 
at a distance of about four and a half feet from his Jeft and rear, 
sabre “‘on guard.” The rear rank bring their sabres sharply 
around “on guard” to their left rear, turning the body to the left 
on the hips, the hilt of the sabre opposite to and as high as the cen- 
tre of the body, the point lower than the hilt, the eyes steady on 
each other. 

“In quarte,” atTack. One time, four motions. 

1, At the last part of the command, which is “ attack,” the front 

rank take the first position in *‘ quarve point.” 
& 2. Deliver the point at the left side of the rear-rank, at the same 
time making a lunge, with the right foot thirty-six inches to the 
front asthe point is delivered. The rear rank quickly parry off 
the point by throwing up their sabres, so that the point of attack 
will pass over their left shoulder, the position of their sabres being 
then a‘*head parry,” or hanging guard to the left rear, the hilt 
of the sabre as high as and a little in, front of the head, the point 
lower than the hilt; the front rank look over their point, the rear 
rank looking under their guard. 

3. The rear ravk quickly recover their sabres and deliver a “ left 
point” in return. The front rank parry as quickly by an “‘in tierce” 
parry, at the same time advancing the left foot eighteen inshes in 
front of the right, the knee slightly bent, the weight of the bod 
—- balanced and upright, the eyes steady, and observing eac! 

4. Disengage the sabre, both ranks resuming the “ ” the 
front rank bringi.g the nght foot up on a line with the‘left.” 

Marcu.—The front rank step off and march six paces to the 
front, turn about and halt without a command opposite to their 
rear rank man, and in the position of “ guard,” 

gn Sa ne ney prescribed in Tactics. 

e rear rank can be caused to attack, following the same rules 
proscribed for the front rank; the front rank, that of the sear 


When the command “ March” is gi align 
themselves on, and be guided by the fight fie a Fa, 


SECOND PRACTICE. 


Front (or rear) rank, ATTACK. Se 

At the last part of the command, which is “ Attack,” the front 
rank side step to the left, as prescribed in the first practice. 

Marcu.—The front rank step off in the direction of the rear rank, 
and when within four anda half feet from them the instructor 
commands: 

Hatt.—As in the first practice. _ 

Guarp.—Both ranks take the position “ guard.” 

AtTrTack.—One time, four motions. 

1. At the command “ Attack,” the front and rear take the first 
position of front cut. 

2. Deliver the cut at the head of the rear rank man, at the same 
time lunging forward thirty-six inches with the right foot, as in the 
first practice, the rear rank parrying quickly by a ‘‘ head parry.” 

3. The rear rank quickly recover their sabres and deliver a “ right 
cut” (sharply) in turn, the front rank defeuding bya “in tierce’’ 

arry, at the same time advancing the left foot eighteen inches in 

ront of the right, the knees slightly bent, and body upright from 
the hips, as in the first, practice. 

4. Disengage sabres, both ranks take position of ‘‘ guard,” the 
front rank advancing the right foot on a line with the left. 

Marcu.—The front rank march six paces to their front, turn to 
the right about, and march to within four and a half feet of the 
left and rear of the rear rank, and halt, sabre on “‘ guard,” the rear 
rank in the meantime bring the sabre quickly round in the position 
of “ guard” to the left rear, as in first practice. 

ArTTack.—One time, four motions. 

1. At the last part of the command the front rank take the posi- 
tion of ‘front cut.” 

2. Deliver the cut at the head of the rear rank man, lunging with 
the right foot, as before directed ; the rear rank defends by a “‘ head 
parry,” the point of the sabre lower than the hilt (forming a hang- 
ing guard), looking at the adversary under the sabre or guard. 

3. The rear rank quickly recover their sabres by a “half muuli- 
net ” over the head, and follow by a left cut, the front rank defend- 
ing by an “in tierce parry,” throwing the cut from them, at the 
a time advancing the left foot eighteen inches in front of the 
rig 

4. Disengage sabre, the front rank bring the right foot on a line 
with the left, and both ranks resume the “ guard.” 

Marcu.—The front rank march six paces to their fr&nt, turn 
about, and halt in their original places opposite to the rear 
file, sabre on “ guard.” 

Cargy SABRE.—As prescribed in Tactics. 

The rear rank will be directed to attack, following the same rules 
as prescribed for the front rank, and the front rank those of the 
rear rank, 

THIRD PRACTICE. 


Front (or rear) rank, ATTACK. 

At the last part of the command, which is “attack,” the front 
rank side step to the left, as in the first practice. 

Maroxu.—tThe front rank step off, marching in the direction of 
the rear rank, and when at striking distance (about four and a half 
feet) from their respective rear rank files the instructor commands: 
. aa front rank halt, the files being right hand to right 

and. 

Guarp.—One time, four motions. 

1. The front rank take the position of “ right cut.” 

2. Deliver the cut and lunge, as in the preceding practices, the 
rear rank defending by a “ parry in tierce.” $ 
3. Rear rank quickly return a “right in quarte cut,” drawing it 
across the face as it is delivered. 

* The front rank defending by a “ parry in tierce,’ throwing the 
cut from them, at the same advancing the left foot eighteen inches 
in front of the right. 

4. Disengage the sabres; both ranks take the position ‘on 
a," the front rank advancing the right foot on line with the 


ip. 

Marcu.—The front rank march six paces to their front, turn 
about, and come up in rear of their rear rank file for an attack on 
the left and rear, halting when at striking distance, sabre on 
“guard”; the rear rank turning sharply round on their hips with- 
out moving the feet, sabre on “‘ guard,” to the left rear, as pre- 
scribed in “left rear attack” in first practice. 

Arrack.—One time, four motions. 

1, At the command “ Attack” the front rank take first position 


of “= cut. 

2. Deliver the cut and lunge, taking care to lunge simultaneously 
with the delivery of the cut; the rear rank defend by a parry “in 
quarte”’ to the left front. 

8. The rear rank quickly recover sabre, and follow by a “left 
in tierce cut” at the back of the head or neck of their adversary, 
who defends by a parry “in tierce” to the mght rear, advancing 
the left foot eighteen inches in front of the right. 

4. Disengage sabres, and resume the position “‘ on guard.” 

Marcu.—At the command “ March” the front rank march six 
paces to their front, turn about in their original places, and halt 
opposite their rear rank files, sabres “on guard.” 

anny SaBre.—As prescribed in Tactics. 

The frout rank will attack in a similar manner as the front rank. 

When the squad are sufficiently expert in the practices by num- 
bers the instructor can increase their rapidity by giving the com- 
mands in quick succession, and finally will be executed without 
numbers, by the command. 

Without numbers, Front (or rear) rank, Attack—Marcu. 

At the command ‘“ March” both ranks bring the sabre “on 
guard,” the front rank immediately stepping off in direction of 
their rear rank file, and oblique to the left, so as to meet right hand 
to right hand, and, when at striking distance, deliver a point (or 
cut) at the rear rank (without halting), who parry quickly, at 
proper time, returning a point (or cut) rapidly as their tront rank 
man passes them, and which in return is parried by them. 

The front rank continue marching, bring their sabres to a “ car- 

.” after passing the rear rank the second time, and turn about on 
their original places, and halt. The rear rank will be careful'to 
turn on “ left rear guard” in time to receive the attack of the 
front rank on their left, and resume the position of “carry sabre” 
with the front rank. 

These practices when well executed on foot can be practised 
mounted, first at a walk, and afterward at a gen. 

. R. PaRnext, 
Brevet Major U. 8. Army, First Lieutenant First Cavalry. 


Camp HARNEY, OREGON, April 3, 1870. 





* I would recommend this parry to be made by a hanging guard 
to the right front. This is done by raising the right hand in front 
of and u little higher than the forehead, back of the hand to the left, 
edge of the sabre up, the arm nearly straight, and the point as low 
as the breast, to the right front looking under the g . 








THE COLORED CADET AGAIN. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Srr: Can you inform your readers why the proceed- 
ings of the General Court-martial in the case of the 
colored cadet at West Point have never been published 
to the Army? This court was convened in December, 
1870, and adjourned early in January, and yet up to this 
time no official announcement has been made of the ac- 
tion of the court. 

The newspaper correspondents from Washington have 
intimated for some time that Cadet Smith has been dis- 
missed by the court. If this be so, why not publish it 
to the Army and the country? It is alsu intimated, and 
I fear with some ground, that the colored cadet’s case has 
some mysterious connection with the outrageous conduct 
of the first class in violently deposing the three “ plebes” 
last winter. What are the facts in both these cases? 


What final action is to be taken in the case of the negro 
cadet ? and what action is to be taken in order to carry 
out the resolution of the House of Representatives for 
the punishment of the first class for their barbarous con- 
duct and for the restoration of the three expelled 
cadets ? 


* SERVICE. 





New Yors, April 11, 1871. 





- THE TACTICAL PUZZLE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Sm: In your issue of March 25, 1871, a solution of 
the problem, proposed in your issue of March 11, 1871, 
of marching fifteen men, three abreast, seven times, no 


posed to be given. It will only be necessary to call at- 
tention to his fourth formation to show that it fails to 
satis: e conditions as in the original eet 
tion; for this table repeats the numbers 8, 9, 18, and 15, 
and omits entirely numbers 10, 11, 12, and 14. 

The following solution will, I think, satisfy all the 
conditions as stated originally : 


First time. Secondtime. Third time. Fourth time. 
1. 3: 3 145 16% 18 9 
4 812 2 911 212 14 2138 15 
5 10 15 8 12 15 5 8138 38 5 6 
6 11 18 6 8 14 8 910 4 10 14 
7 914 710 18 4 11 15 71112 
Fifth time. Sixth time. th time. 
1 10 11 1 12 18 1 14 15 
24 6 6 915 49138 
8 13 14 3.4 7 265 7% 
5 9 12 2 810 6 10 12 
7 815 5 11 14 8 811 
OARLOS. 


BaRRANCAS, F LA., March 31, 1871. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: I cheerfully give your correspondent all the in- 
formation I possess, in compliance with his courteous 
request for the history of the tactical puzzle I sent to 
you. Several years ago one of my friends 
to this city from San Francisco by sea in com with 
a California gentleman of education and wealth. They 
puzzled themselves at intervals during the voyage in 
efforts to solve the problem of the fifteen soldiers, and 
gave it up in despair. My friend told me of it, amd I 


solved it after many trials. M. 0. L. L, U.S. 











THE QUESTION IN TACTICS AGAIN. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: In your edition of April 1, the answer to “ How 
fifteen men can be marched seven times, three abreast, 
without allowing two to be more than once in the same 
line,” is incorrect, as you will perceive that numbers 7, 
8, and 15 are in two of the combinations, 

The following is the regular order of combinations: 


First time. Second time. Third time. Fourth time. 
3-3 .""4"'5 167 18 9 
4 812 2 810 2 911 218 15° 
5 10 15 318 14 3 12 15 3.4.5 
6 11 18 6 915 410 14 5 11 14 
7 914 711 12 5 813 6 10 12 
Fifth time. Sixth time. Seventh time. 

1 10 11 1 12 18 1 14 15 

21214 25 7 246 

385 6 38 910 8 811 

4 9138 4 11 15 5 912 

7 8165 6 814 71018 


Should you desire it, I will send you my method of 
working out the above, and proving the same as it } ag 
gresses. C. H. Y¥. 
New ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, April 11, 1871. 








THE RAJOS A. PUZZLE SOLVED. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: I bought the captain’s cargo, and gave him a 
cargo to take to New York of the following : 52 muskets, 
11 cartridge-boxes, 18 sabres, 51 uniform coats, 3 forage 
caps, 44 pairs pants, 54 pairs shoes, 53 pairs stockings, 
14 _ drawers, and 353 shirts. 

ow if Rajos A. will add the above, he will find out 
the captain’s name to be JAKE STOP. 
Presipi0, SAN Francisco, Cau., April 11,1871. 








THE following assignments of first. lieutenants of the 
Revenue ine Service were made April 18, 1871: 
Lieutenant Shepard, of the Delaware, to the Uno, im- 
mediately ; Lieutenant Randolph, of the. Resolute, to the 
Petrel, upon being relieved; Lieutenant Collins, of the 
Petrel, to be placed on waiting orders, on being relieved ; 
Lieutenant gnith, of the Racer, to the Guthrie immedi- 
ately; Lieutenant Walden, of the Wilderness,'to the 
Moccasin, at once; Lieutenant Lay of the Uno, to the 
Wilderness, upon being relieved ; Lieutengnt Stodder, of 
the Jasmine, to the Racer, upon being relieved ; Lieuten- 
ant Parker, of the Dobbin, to the Jasmine, »t once; 
Lieutenant Pease, of the Active, to the Relief, upon 
being relieved; Lieutenant Irish, of the Mc to 
the Active, at once; Lieutenant Moore, of the Wanse- 
mond, to the Northerner, at once ; Lieutenant Simmons, 
now waiting orders, to report to Ca White, at Phila- 
delphia, by letter from special duty. Oa Chase, of 
the Northerner, upon being relieved by 
to ship crew and proceed to Key West for command 
the ute. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort McHenry, Maryland, 20. Detail for. the 
court: Colonel Horace Brooks, Fourth Artillery ; ry ers 
Marcus P. Miller, Fourth Artillery ; Captain G. B. - 
ney, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant Edward Field, 
Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant J. B. Hazleton, 
Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant G. W. Sheldon, 
Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant H. H. C. Dun- 
woody, Fourth ‘Artillery; Second Lieutenant W. R. 
Quinan, Fourth Artillery; Second Lieutenant E. 8. 








Chapin, Fourth Arti 
der, adjutant, Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 





the Army, and Second 





THE Senate on the 1st of April confirmed the : t 
ment of First Lieutenant 8. Keo Oe a in 
Lieutenant J. A. » to be 


first lieutenant. hy 


llery. First Lieutenant J. W. Ro- © 
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Pine CAPTAIN OF “yt (colored 
Mfdress Bk'C. S.oare At list, wishes to transfer into Infan- 
., care Army AND Navy JOURNAL. 


CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY, of Co enpey~ of 
July 28, 1866, would like to transfer with a ptain of, Caval- 
A Liberal inducements offered, Address CAPTAIN, at this 


RANSFER.—A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF IN- 

FANTRY (white), serving at a pleasant post in the South, 

transfer with any Hirst Lieutenant of Infantry, serving upon 

the Plains or Pacific coast. Would transfer into a colo’ regi- 

ment above fourth file. Address ‘KENO , ABMY AND Navy Joun- 
NAL office. 

RANSFER.—AN INFANTRY CAPTAIN in one of 

Ee ee ieee ant test white segimente, serving of 2 mast a 

post in the East, is desirous of n —7 a transfer with a 

Captain of Cavalry (white) of date Ju . Liberal induce- 

menta offered. Address INFANTRY, & Uno f Anne amp Mave 
OURNAL. 


ONDON ORDNANCE WORKS‘ 
BEAR LANE, sourey A! RE T., LONDON, 8. E., 


J. VAVASSEUR & CO. 
Manufacturers of Muzzle and Breech-Loading Cast-Steel Guns, of 
Wrought-Lron Carri for Sea and Land Service, of all kinds of 
Feapectiles, Fuses, and Ordnance Stores, of Electric and Percussion 
Torpedoes, and of Harvey’s Sea ‘Torpedoes. 




















NEW LOAN OF UNITED STATES. 


HE subscriptions to the New Five Per Cent. Stock of the 
United States now amount to $56,000,000. They are 


confidently expected te reach $200,000,000 by the time the 
New Bonds are ready for delivery in May. The proposals of 
the Secretary of the Treasury will then be changed to the 
following programme : 

Firet: Bonds to the amount of three hundred millions of 
dollars, payable in coin, at the pleasure of the United States, 
after ten years from the date of their issue, and bearing in- 
terest, payable quarterly in coin, at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum. 

Second: Bonds to the amount of three hundred millions of 
dollars, payable in coin, at the pleasure of the United States, 
after fifteen years from the date of their issue, and bearing 
interest, payable quarterly in coin, at the rate of four and a 
half per cent. per annum. 

Third: Bonds to the amount of seven hundred millions ot 
dollars, payable in coin, at the pleasure of the United States, 
after thirty years from the date of their issue, and bearing 
interest, payable quarterly in coin, at the rate of four per 
cent. per annum. 

Subscriptions to the loan will have preference, after the 
above-mentioned two hundred millions are taken up, in the 
following order, namely : 

Firat: 
bonds. 

Second ; Subsoriptions for equal amounts of bonds bearing 
interest at the rate of four and a half per cent. and of bonds 
bearing interest at the rate of five per cent. 

Third : Subscriptions for any five per cent. bonds that 
may not be subscribed for in the preceding classes. 

Subscriptions to the remainder of the $200,000,000 of 
five per cents, which are unconditional, are now going on, 
and the bonds will soon be issued to the subscribers, who 
ean receive a scrip certificate in advance, if they desire to 
pay their gold or exchange their U. 8. 5-20 at once, in the 
Regieter or Coupon form. Registered bonds will be issued 
of the denominations of $50, $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000, and 
$10,000; and coupon bonds of each denomination except 
the last two. The interest will be payable in the United 
States, at the office of the Treasurer, any Assistant Treasur- 
er, or Designated Depositary of the Government, quarterly, 
on the first days of February, May, August, and November 
in each year. 

The bonds of the several classes aforesaid, and the inter- 
est thereon, are exempt from the payment of all taxes or 


Subscriptions for equal amounts of each class of 


dues of the United States, as well as from taxation in any 


form by or under State municipial or local authority. q 

After maturity, the bonds last issued will be first redeemed 
by classes and numbers, as may be designated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 








THE Legislature of Ohio has passed a joint resolution, 
which has been transmitted to Congress, instructing their 
senators and requesting their representatives in Con- 
gress to use their influence to amend the bill now pend- 
ing before Congress to grant homesteads to soldiers upon 
actual settlement, so as to grant, without settlement, 
one hundred aud sixty acres of land to each officer, mu- 
sician, and private, who have lost an arm or leg, or 
both, or who are, on account of other wounds or disabil- 
ities received or contracted in the service of the United 
States and in the line of duty during the late rebellion, 
incapacitated from performing bodily labor. 
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- TO SECURE THE ARMY PRESTIGE. 


ENERAL JOHN POPE, in his remarks at the 
banquet of the Army of the Tennessee in Cin- 
cinnati, after referring to the interest taken by 
ex-offiers in these gatherings, said: “To us 
who still remain in the Army these reunions 
have a deeper significance and a profounder 
interest. As the years go by we find ourselves 
thrust further and further on to the wild frontiers, 
mere and more separated from those who have re- 
turned to civil life,and more and more withdrawn from 
the life and business of this nation.” He added : 

« Already we begin to feel that depressing isolation 
which attends the life of a small body of men, apart 
from the rest of the people, and aside from the daily 
interests of their pursuits. Already we begin to re- 
alize that we are rapidly being forced into the po- 
sition we occupied before the war—objects of sus- 
picion and dislike to some, of indifference to others. 
The outlook of those of usin the Army is dreary 
enough, and we cling to you and the associations 
connected with you with a painful anxiety which 
you can little appreciate. The time is fast coming 
when the vivid impressions of the war will have 
faded away; when that earnest interest in the ca- 
reer of the Army which was felt during the war will 
be felt no longer; when the warm welcome extend- 
ed to every soldier in the Union Army by every cit- 
izen of the country will no longer await him; and 
when to be in the Army at all will no longer be a 
title to the respect and regard of the people. As 
we of the Regular Army find all these most valued 
associations and sympathies of life slipping away 
from us, we watch and wait for these occasions of re- 
union with increasing anxiety. The fear that the 
members of our associations may share the public 
and national decline of interest in past associations 
and feelings, and may grow indifferent to or careless 
of the opportunity afforded by these annual reunions, 
is present with us always, and we look forward to 
them with mixed feelings of hope and apprehen- 
sion.” 

These are words of wisdom. We commend them 
to those officers whose indisposition to encourage 
these Army gatherings proves that they do not un- 
derstand their real importance, and their influence 
in maintaining the prestige of the service. To se- 
cure the consideration justly due to the military ser- 
vice, the officers of the Army and Navy must avoid 
placing themselves in an attitude of isolation as 
far as it is possible for them to do so; they must 
seek in all legitimate ways to bring themselves 
into association with the general body of the com- 
munity and with public sentiment. Thus they will 
not only enlarge their own views, obtain juster 
ideas of their proper relations to society, but they 
will secure for themselves more distinct recognition 
as a class of professional men, whose position and 
importance is as well understood as that of the 
clergy, the medical profession, or the lawyers, all of 
whom depend for their existence upon the fact that 
society has not yet reached its millennial perfection, 
quite as much as military men are supposed to do. 
Shut up in garrisons, confined almost exclusively 
to the associations of Army life, officers are always 
in danger of losing their hold upon those whose rec- 














ognition and sympathy is of more concern to them 
than many of them seem to realize. Their isolation 
breeds habits and ideas which are simply peculiar, 
without being military in any other sense, and which 
bring them into antagonism oftentimes with popular 
sentiment, which is not of necessity evil because 
it is not military. 

We speak particularly of the Army in this con- 
nection, because the Navy are more cosmopol- 
itan in character, owing to their more constant as- 
sociation with metropolitan society at home and 
abroad. And what we say has less application to 
the Army than it will have in a few years, when the 
habits of garrison life will have settled mere firmly 
upon them. It is in view of this future that we 
commend what General PorE says so well, and 
urge our officers in their own interest to do what 
they can to encourage the associations which these 
Army societies and similar unpolitical organizations 
are intended to maintain. 








THE necessity of extreme care in the disposition 
of the latest means of coast defence has been im- 
pressed upon the British naval authorities by an 
incident which luckily taught its lesson harm- 
lessly. Very recently a sailing barge just inside 
the Nore found a large torpedo bobbing about on 
the waves. This, coupled with the fact that a large 
issue of torpedoes is now being made at Chatham, 
has occasioned no little excitement in marine circles. 
Investigation has thus far failed to explain the oc- 
currence. It was proved that the torpedo could not 
have been accidentally dropped overboard, as none 
were being anchored at that time. 

The industry with which England is stocking her 
arsenals with torpedoes, and the great consideration 
given toall new submarine engines, is noteworthy. 
Our latest files of the Broad Arrow state that thir- 
teen hundred torpedoes are now in course of deliv- 
ery at Woolwich. They are the production of a 
private manufactory at Rochester, and are being 
tested by hydraulic pressure as they arrive on the 
wharf. Five hundred of them have a calibre of 
500 lbs. of gun-cotton, the same number of 100 
Ibs., and three hundred of 205 lbs. This par- 
ticular torpedo, after careful test of its efficiency by 
the Royal Engineers, has been adopted for the ser- 
vice, and will be distributed at the various home and 
colonial seaports of Great Britain. 

In 1866 the Admiralty was, with great secrecy, 
conducting expensive experiments with a submarine 
boat. As not even a rumor of this fact has issued 
through our English exchanges, we presume the 
trial was not successfal. From private sources we 
learn that the invention was of American origin, 
but was not represented by the inventor, to which 
fact may be credited, what we presume occrrred, 
the entire failure of its development. In 1858 the 
same theory, with models and drawings, was laid 
before the Admiralty. The English press of that 
period gave no little attention to the novel proposi- 
tion, the Times dilating at great length upon its im- 
portance, and the J//ustrated News giving it a cut and 
description. Admiral Sir BALDWIN WALKER was 
earnestly in its favor. Curiously, just as the nego- 
tiation was approaching an issue, the agent of the 
inventor fancied that the authorities meditated steal- 
ing the invention, and, acting upon this suspicion, 
destroyed at his room the whole collection of his 
designs and models. The same individual, whose 
knowledge of the submarine theory was altogether 
limited to its results, was,as we have understood, 
patronized by the Admiralty in 1866, with what 
practical effect may be imagined. 





Tue Artillery School at Fort Monroe completes 
this month the third year of its existence, and we 
publish elsewhere the results of the examination for 
standing with which the year closes. A new code 
of regulations ang programme of instruction has 
been issue for the conduct of the school. This em- 
bodies the improvements suggested by past experi- 
ence. Notwithstanding considerable opposition in 
unexpected quarters, some newspaper vilification, 
and not a little lukewarmness where there was rea- 
son to look for active encouragement, the school, 
under Colonel BARRY, has kept on its course, and 
has accomplished, we are satisfied, much good for the 
artillery. Whatever disinclination to join the school 
there may have been, and may be, on the part 
of young officers, whatever restlessness gome of 
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them have shown, they leave, we are assured, well 
satisfied with the results. Some sixty lieutenants 
of artillery have been under instruction, or about one- 
third of the whole number. The school has there- 
fore already sent abroad a very respectable leaven 
for the whole lump. 

The Secretary of War has asserted on several oc- 
casions his high opinion of the school; and the Gen- 
eral of the Army, besides doing the same, has given 
an earnest of his opinion by ordering one of his 
aides-de-camp (Colonel Bacon) to join the next 
year’s class of officers under instruction. Colonel 
Bacon is to report May 1, and is to pursue one 
full year’s course. 





THE Secretary of War has issued a revised table 
of clothing allowance for the Army, which we pub- 
lish elsewhere in General Orders. It will be seen 
that the leather stock disappears from the service 
henceforth. Several of our correspondents ask: 
“By what authority was General Orders No. 4, re- 
ducing the clothing allowance to enlisted men, made 
to take effect April 1, 1871, when section 14 of 
the act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, says that 
the pay and allowances of the enlisted men of the 
Army shall remain as now fixed by law until the 
30th of June ?” 

In answer we would call attention to the fact that 
by section 7, act April 24, 1816, the President is au- 
thorized to prescribe the quantity and kind of cloth- 
ing to be issued annually to the troops of the Uni- 
ted States. 





THovucGH the breech-loading system has become 
the rule for small arms with all nations, its adop- 
tion for field artillery is not yet assured. If we 
may credit a rumor which was sufficiently responsi- 
ble to inspire a call for information quite recently 
in the British Parliament, the practical experience 
of the Franco-Prussian war has not been altogether 
favorable to breech-loaders. The question, so far as 
England goes, has been definitely settled in favor of 
the‘old style. In July last a committee was ap- 
pointed under the presidency of Major-General Sr. 
GEORGE to conduct an exhaustive trial of the rela- 
tive efficiency of muzzle-loaders and breech-loaders. 
The report of the committee, which has been adopt- 
ed by the Secretary of State for War, strongly af- 
firms the superiority of the former system, one mem- 
ber alone dissenting from the final opinion. 

The test conducted by the committee showed that, 
as regards rapidity of fire, the muzzle-loader had in- 
variably the advantage over the breech-loaders 
brought into comparison ; that in range and accuracy 
there was little practical difference between the 
two; that in the important feature of endurance 
the muzzle-loader possessed decided superiority. The 
greater cost of the breech-loader, with the necessity 
of additional tools and battery stores and specially 
paid armorers, is urged as a serious objection. 

For the present it thus appears that any depart- 
ure from the old system of field guns is rejected by 
the British War Office. The efforts of invention will 
have to develop some more simple and less costly 
and weighty breech-mechanism, before the decision 
of General St. GEORGE’s committee, and the coinci- 
dent experience of the Shoeburyness school of gun- 
nery, can be overthrown. 





AMONG our recent extracts from foreign papers 
will be found one giving a description of the moni- 
tor Glatton, built for the British navy, probably the 
predecessor of a long line of similar structures. The 
awe-struck reporter calls her “the most formida- 
ble and pachydermatous of iron-clads.” So that 
even in her birth she has rendered service to the lit- 
erature of nomenclature. Hereafter we shall have 
all the defensive qualities of a vessel classed as her 
pachydermous properties; and that phrases will 
eventually give way to pachydermosity. 

The pachydermosity then of the Glatton is worthy 
the ponderous term. Below the water line she has 
8 and 10-inch armor, above it 12-inch. Her tur- 
ret is covered with 12 and 14-inch plates, placed on 
a wood backing whose thickness is not given. But 
it is when we’come to the deck and to one other fea- 
ture that we see how necessary it was to add a word 
to the vocabulary of marine engineering. The deck 
is covered with three-inch iron, for the purpose of 

protecting the ship from the vertical fall of shells. 
That it is utterly incapable of the work must be ap- 


parent to all. Certainly the angle at which shells! woes. And there may be additional comfort for! which we shall publish another week, 


will break through a three-inch covering is higher 
than that at which they will break through a one- 
inch plate. But against vertical fire of shells from the 
guns which are nowadays placed in seacoast forti- 
fications one iach of iron is just as good as three 
inches, and both are helpless. This point is suffi- 
ciently important to forbid the use of the extra 
plating, which in the Glatton weighs 600 tons and is 
therefore a serious burden; for it is precisely verti- 
cal fire and from mortars of the largest dimensions 
that is to be poured upon ships entering a hostile 
harbor, if the engineers succeed in planting mortars 
in seacoast batteries in such a way as to sweep with 
certainty every part of the roadstead: The reason 
for adopting this system is the impossibility of 
constructing anything that will not yield to the fall 
of a heavy shell. The argument against the plan 
is that the chance of hitting.a vessel by mortar fire 
is exceedingly small. The argument for it is that 
this chance can be greatly increased by previous 
mapping of the roadway and massing great numbers 
of mortars in batteries, each one of which is placed 
to cover its own section. 





FroM an article on the navy estimates in the 
London Times, we learn that the present policy of 
the British Government is to maintain the navy as 
much as possible at its present force, and to employ 
the dockyards specially in increasing the number of 
gunboats directly applicable to the defence of the 
coast. Five of the Staunch class have been practical- 
ly completed in the year, and progress will be made 
with twelve gunboats of different classes in 1871-72. 
Instead of constructing costly forts, it is proposed 
that small vessels of light draught of water, but car- 
rying an 18-ton or even heavier gun, should be 
assigned to each port. According to Sir WILLIAM 
ARMSTRONG, 100 vessels of this class might be built for 
the cost of two iron-clads; and Mr. GRAVEs urged 
the Government to set about the construction of 
forty or fifty of these light but powerful craft from 
the number provided for last year. The wages for 
this force for 1871-72 amount to £2,693,336, or £605 
more than for 1870-71 ; the year 1871-72 includes an 
extra day on account of leap year. The difficulty of 
recruiting has reappeared. Anattempt has been 
made to secure 450 additional blue-jackets since 
September last, and only fifty had been obtained. 
The 18,000 or 19,000 blue-jackets now on the ships’ 
books appear to be of good quality, since no fewer 
than 8,000 of them are seamen-gunners. The diffi- 
culty of manning the navy is not exceptional ; the 
crews of first-class merchantmen are largely com- 
posed of men of foreign nationalities, and even of 
Asiatics. The total number of guns required to 
complete the armament of every ship either built or 
building is 1,876, and the guns available for naval 
service number 1,901. 


THE London Army and Navy Gazette publishes a 
communication signed “An Infantry Captain,” 
which must have miscarried, as it was evidently in- 
tended for our columns. “The annual clothing is 
now being issued,” writes the captain, “and we are 
still delighted with the continual appearance of the 
shoddy which is so liberally bestowed upon the in- 
fantry soldier. Will the time ever arrive when he 
will be respectably clad? At present, instead of his 
clothes being made to fit him, he has to make him- 
self fit his clothes.” 

How like this sounds to the letters which cover 
our desk! Here right at hand is one from an en- 
listed man, who complains that one of the chief 
causes of dissatisfaction and desertion is the cloth- 
ing and clothing allowance. “ In the first place, the 
clothing sent to the frontier is of the most inferior 
quality, being the refuse of all shoddy contracts let 
during the late rebellion, repacked, overhauled, 
and new buttoned, in a great many instances ut- 
terly worthless and unfit for service; but it is the 
best and all they can get, and perforce they have 
to take it, pay at least one-third their monthly pay 
to the company tailor to get it fitted and literally 
made over, and in three weeks’ time (at daily labor) 
they are again ready for the store-room and com- 
pany tailor.” Doubtless the evil of shoddy is greater 
in our service, because of the large amount of cloth- 
ing left over from the hastily filled contracts of the 
war, but it may serve to console our grumblers to 
know that they have foreign sympathizers in their 





them in the reflection that these are the days of 
shoddy, and they could hardly keep in the fashion 
and discard it altogether. 


HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN, in his autobiography 
just published, tells us that he was in Paris in July, 
1833, when Napotzon’s pillar in the Place Vendome 
was unveiled. The evening before, whilo the work- 
men were at work, the statue still covered, and peo- 
ple gathered in crowds on the place, “ a strange- 
looking, lean old woman,” he adds, “came toward . 
me, and with laughter and an expression of insanity 
said to me, ‘ There they have placed him ; to-morrow, 
perhaps, they take him down again. Ha, ha, ha} 
I know the French people.’ ” 

The prophecy was not so wild a one as to justify 
the suspicion of insanity. To-day the news comes 
that the Paris Commune are divided between cast- 
ing this column back into cannon, and selling it to 
an American banker for transportation to the Cen- 
tral Park in New York. What a destiny for the 
captured cannon of Marengo and Austerlitz! . 














THE struggle between the Government at Ver- 
sailles and the Communists in Paris still continues 
without decisive result. A despatch from Versailles 
reports that the Government troops had carried the 
wood of Colombes and occupied Asniéres, driving 
the enemy across the Seine, and capturing some 
prisoners with small loss to themselves. MENOTTI 
GARIBALDI has been elected a member of thé Com- 
mune, and from private sources we learn that C. 
CaROLL TEvIS, colonel of a Delaware ragiment dur- 
ing our war, and more lately having a command in 
tne Pope’s Guard, is among the insurgents. 

American guns are in use in Paris, and of these 
the London Times specials condescend to “ speak high- 
ly.” We are not informed what guns these are; we 
know the insurgents have some of the Gatling 
guns, and doubtless some of our breech - loaders. 
The Garibaldians had some of the Spencer re- 
peating arm. The pay of the National Guard sup- 
porting the Commune is reported to be in arrears, 
though the correspondent of the London News states 
that the Communists are in funds, having obtained 
38,000,000 francs from bonds of the city of Paris 
purchased by the Bank of France. The churches 
and public offices have been stripped of their plate, 
which has been sent to the mint to be converted into 
coin. Half a million of people have left Paris since 
the troubles commenced. These are the reports 
that come over the wires. 


THE North German Correspondent, published at 
Berlin, drops this title in recogniticn of the now 
happily united Vaterland, and comes to us hence- 
forth as the German Correspondent. The numbers for 
March 22 and 25 bring full reports of the solemn 
opening of the first German Reichstag, with the 
speech from the throne, so eloquent in its announce- 
ment of the results accomplished by the war, in 
which, as the Emperor declares, his people wrote in 
indelible characters on the battle-fields of France 
their determination to be and remain a united people. 

The Correspondent discusses the threat of non-in- 
tercourse with Germany which comes from France, 
and urges that this will bring ruin to the numerous 
French manufacturers and merchants depending 
for their wares upon the skill and intelligence 
of German artisans, who are preferred to the 
French on account of their superior steadiness. 
It consoles itself with the reflection that if a Chi- 
nese wall is to be erected between the two countries, 
“we shall not regret to see an embargo placed on 
the importation of licentions literature, indecent 
comedies, monstrous fashions beneath which our 
women hide their natural advantages, and shameless 
Parisian cancan-dancers. We shall manage to lib- 
erate ourselves completely from that corrupting and 
debasing influence which France has for so long 
more pay He exercised over all continental nations; 
we shall learn more of that dignified self-respect 
which distinguishes the Englishman and the Ameri- 
can; and we may in time elevate our national char- 
acter till it imposes even on French vanity and 
self-worship.” 


WE learn that an effort is being made to organize 
a systematic movement among the officers appoint- 
ed from the Army to secure a Con enact- 
ment giving them full credit for the time they 
have been in the service. There are about two hun- 
dred of this class of officers at present in the Army. 
We have received a on the subject, 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. XIV. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 
BY A VOLUNTEER CAVALREYMAN. 
Entered accord ° Ww. 
©. & FP. Church is the office of the Eltrerian of Congress at Wash. 


STRATEGY—SCOUTS. 


WE have now passed in review the purely tactical and 
logistic elements of cavalry in campaiga, its arms, horses, 
food, forage, clothing, marches, baggage, and artillery. It 
remains to treat of the strategical part of cavalry duty, 
the system of pickets and scouts, whereby it finds out 
the enemy’s movements while hiding its own. We will 
commence with scouts. 

Perhaps there is no part of warfare so difficult to mas- 
ter, so important in results if mastered, so fruitful of 
disasters if uncomprehended, as the science of scouting. 
Able, faithful, and trustworthy scouts are very rare. 
The combination of qualities that go to make a good scout 
is not often met with. Nine out of ten of the head- 
quarter scouts in our service during the war were simply 
reckless scoundrels, who brought in but little valuable 
information, and stole horses from the farmers to sell for 
& consideration. There were exceptions, but this was 
the rule. A more useless body of men, take them all in 
all, was seldom met with. The rebel scoats, on the other 
hand, especially at the commencement of the war, fur- 
nished the fullest information to their chiefs. One great 
cause of this was that the rebel cavalry scouts were very 
often officers of intelligence and address, who could take 
hints quickly, adapt themselves to circumstances with 
readiness, and who had their hearts in the business. In 
the last words lies the whole secret of the scouting sys- 
tem. Some men are natural detectives. Such men are 
fitted for the position of scout because they love the ex- 
citement of finding out. Other men have suffered dead- 
ly injury from the enemy, and long to avenge them- 
selves. If such men have lived in the country to be scouted 
in and know it well, they are the men to employ, if intel- 
ligent. But one quick-witted, well-educated officer, well 
mounted and lavishly supplied with fresh horses, if need- 
ed, will bring in more reliable intelligence than a whole 
swarm of detailed horse-thieves out of the ranks. It is 
far from good policy to think every rascal a smart man. 
An honest man whose. word can be relied on will not 
furnish false information. 

Scouts will do well to go in pairs. Two pairs of eyes 
are better than one, and two heads are proverbially bet- 
ter than asingle brain. One can often take back in- 
telligence while the other goes further at greater risk ; 
so that even if the latter is captured, the general gets the 
news. 

Scouts should be mounted in the best possible manner. 
They should be first-class pistol-shots, and carry from 
two to four revolvers in belt and saddle holsters. They 
should carry no sabre on any account, asits jingle would 
betray them, and they ought to be light men themselves. 
Many «& time they'll have to ride for their lives, and an 
extra pound or two may cause their loss. They should 
have all their grain and clothing carried in headquarter 
wagons to lighten them. Generally, they mavage to 
live off the country without any difficulty, and supply 
themselves with horses in the same way, as before men- 
tioned. 

The system is an excellent one if none but reliable 
officers are appointed. The mistake lies in suppos- 
ing every smart horse-thief to be a good scout. A per- 
fectly brave man he must be, not afraid to hover round 
the enemy’s flanks, and find out his position in full. 
Such a man is valuable. A dozen such are invaluable, 
and worth a horse every day if they need it, which they 
oftentimes will. 

With the spy system a cavalry treatise has nothing to 
do. Spies are expensive luxuries, and belong more to 
the province of the chief of the whole army than to that 
of the cavalry corps general. But the system of head- 
quarter scouts, under proper discipline, furnishes one of 
the best lessons of the decade for the future. Head- 
quarter scouts form an extreme advance of bold, wary 
men, on swift horses, who should not fear to venture 
miles away in front of their own advance guard, to gain 
any information of the enemy’s movements. Men de- 
tailed in rotation for this duty fail in skill and experi- 
ence. They must be kept on the same duty constantly, 
to acquire the skill. Every day that passes, every lucky 
escape, adds to their boldness in finding out the numbers 
and position of the enemy, and boldness and swift riding 
are two valuable qualities in a scout. If they are relia- 
ble in their information, it will be found much more 
serviceable than that of spies, on account of its fre- 
quency, and the short time elapsing between seeing and 
reporting. 

Scouts should not be dressed in the enemy’s uniform. 
It tends to render the business treacherous and to de- 
grade its character in the eyes of the men in the column, 
besides deterring many men from volunteering as scouts 


who would make the best. Our own headquarter scouts, 


| when Sheridan commanded the cavalry corps, were very 


much disliked by the men on account of their assuming 
the rebel uniform. I have known them even to be fired 
at deliberately by our own men, under pretence of mis- 
taking them for enemies. Dressed in our own uniform, 
or something easily recognizable as such, they lose the 
sneaking spy character, and become twice as useful in 
reality. Their uniform should be something that re- 
sembles that of the enemy only ata little distance, and 
prevents the wearer being shot at by your own men. 

Under the “ enemy’s uniform ” system, the men in the 
column frequently fail to distinguish friend from foe, 
and I have known more than one instance of rebel officers 
coming inside of our lines and making due inspection 
without danger in full uniform. They were taken for 
headquarter scouts. 

But, under proper discipline, as before noticed, a body 
of bold quick-witted men, with sharp eyés, accustomed 
to judge of the strength of bodies of men at a glance, are 
very valuable. They should be prepared to shoot at an 
instant’s notice; to pick up the enemy’s stragglers and 
question them ; to ride all round his columns and wa- 
gon train; to make off across country at a speed that 
defies pursuit, if detected ; to turn and fight if not fol- 
lowed by more than four man. Quick decisive work can 
be made with revolvers, if a man is cool, determined, and 
asure shot. Such aman has more than even chances 
with four ordinary cavalry soldiers pursuinghim. If he 
should be a first-class swordsman, it may even be advisa- 
ble for him to wear a sabre. But in that case the scab- 
bard must be of simple leather, or the jingling will be- 
tray him. For night work, and often for day work, 
scouts should be provided with some sort of pads to 
deaden the sound of their horses’ feet if necessity re- 
quires it. Such pads are easily made, and can be ad- 
justed on occasion. They must be frequently renewed, 
as they will quickly wear out, and to be of any good 
they must be very thick and soft. A scout should also 
be provided with a pair of hobbles, to enable him to leave 
his horse motionless if necessary, while be reconnoitres 
on foot. A single strap, with two loops near the end, is 
the best thing for this purpose. The loops, which slip 
up and down, are passed around the two front pasterns, 
the long end of the strap is tied over the hock of one 
hind leg. A horse thus secured will stand like a stat 
ue for ho urs, and is released in twenty seconds. The 
strap can be used as an ordinary halter strap, if hitching 
places are near; but the hobbling plan makes a scout in- 
dependent in a meadow behind a hill, whence he might 
often make valuable observations. Scouts should be 
furnished with powerful telescopes, to enable them to 
count distant forces with accuracy and in safety. A 
wary scout, at a prudent distance, with a good glass, can 
often gather more valuable information than a more 
reckless one who ventures in closer. The former sees, 
himself unseen. 


If men can be found well acquainted with the count#y 
to be operated in, so much the better scouts. But if this 
is impossible, every scout should carry a map, on a large 
scale, to be filled in with details from his observations. 
Under this system, it will be seen, a scout becomes an 
important adjunct of the topographical engineers, and 
may often be of great service. The scale maps fur- 
nished them should be drawn by the engineer officers of 
the corps, and the scouts will very soon learn their use, 
and become emulous of supplying the best details for 
their skeleton maps. True, an engineer officer would be 
needed on the corps staff, but this is only as it should 
be; and if topographical skill were more generally util- 
ized by cavalry officers, the gain would be immense to 
the whole Army. A very little experience, under the 
guidance of a good practical topographical engineer, 
would render the majority of men of intelligence and 
fair education capable of filling in the details of a map 
enlarged to say two inches to the mile, with a fair de- 
gree of accuracy, increasing every day. Distances from 
place to place should be timed by the watch and pace 
very carefully noted at every change thereof on a note 
book. Courses by the pocket compass, carefully laid 
down, will help the engineer officer and his assistants 
amazingly. Ifevery scout carried a note book in which 
he was taught to record his route, in the form of an 
itinerary, maps might be made with but little difficulty 
that would prove of great service in operations over 
the same ground. The general and engineer officer, by 
taking a little trouble to train scouts in this matter dur- 
ting winter quarters and in long rests over well-known 
ground, can very soon judge of their capacity and cor- 
rect their inaccuracies, besides teaching them how to 
do the greatest amount of work in the shortest time. 
No scout need then come in empty-handed. Even if he 
hsa not seen the enemy, he has mapped the country, and 
topographical information is always valuable. 





In the second part will be found brief directions for an 





itinerary over a supposititious country and rules for es- 
timating distances by the size of objects, etc. 

Scouts should be paid highly and kept on probation, 
If they are detailed from the ranks, they must be very 
sharply watched, to prevent their becoming marauders. 
Scouts have such fine opportunities for this practice that 
the only real safeguard against it is the selection of hon- 
est men for the duty. 








THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE. 


Mr. Justin McCarruy contributes to the May “ Gal- 
axy” a sketch of the Duke of Cambridge, who is de- 
scribed as “handsome in a certain sense, but heavy, 
stolid, sensual-looking, and even gross in form and face. 
He has indeed nearly all the peculiarities of physiogno- 
my which especially belong to the most typical members 
of the Guelph family, and there is, moreover, despite the 
obesity which usually suggests careless good-humor, 
something sinister or secret in his expression not pleas- 
ant to look upon. He seems to be a man of respectable 
average abilities. He is not a remarkably bad speaker. 
When he addresses the House of Lords, which he does 
rarely, or a public meeting or dinner party, which he 
does often, he acquits himself rather better than the or- 
dinary county member of Parliament.. Judging by his 
apparent mental capacity and his style as a speaker, he 
ought to be rather popular than otherwise in England, 
for the English people like respectable mediocrity and 
not talent in their princes. He is so respectable and 
such an ass, says Thackeray speaking of somebody, 
“that I positively wonder he didn’t get on in England.” 
The Duke of Cambridge is so respectable (in intellectu- 
al capacity) and so dull that I positively wonder he has 
not been popular in England. But popular he never has 
been.” 

This want of popularity is thus accounted for: 

“ He is Commander-in-Chief of the British army ; and 
that I believe to be his grand offence in the eyes of the 
British public. Many offences incident to his position 
are indeed charged upon him. It is said that he makes 
an unfair use, for purposes of favoritism, of the immense 
patronage which his office places at his disposal. Some 
years ago scandal used to charge him with advancing 
men out of the same motive which induced the Marquis 
of Steyne to obtain an appointment for Colonel Rawdon 
Crawley. The private life of the Duke is said to have 
been immoral, and unluckily for him it so happened that 
some of his closest friends and favorites became now and 
then involved in scandals of which the law courts had 
to take cognizance. But had none of these things been 
so, or been said, I think the Duke of Cambridge would 
have lacked popularity just as much as he does. The 
English people are silently angry with him, mainly be- 
cause he is an anachronism—a man raised to the most 
influential public appointment the sovereign can bestow, 
for no other reason than because he isa member of the 
royal family. The Duke of Cambridge in the office of 
Commander-in-Chief is an anachronism at the head of an 
anomaly, The system is unfit for the army or the coun- 
try; the man is incompetent to manage any military 
system, good or bad.” . 

He “has never shown the slightest] military talent, 
the faintest capacity for the business of war. In his only 
campaign he proved worse than useless, and more than 
once made a humiliating exhibition, not of cowardice, 
but of utter incapacity and flaccid nervelessness. If he 
never proved himself much of a soldier, he had at least 
opportunity enough to learn all the ordinary business of 
his profession. He actually is, and always has been, a 
professional soldier—not nominally an officer, as the late 
Prince Albert was, or as the Prince of Wales is, or as the 
Princess Victoria (Crown Princess of Prussia) may be 
said for that matter to be, the lady holding, I believe, an 
appointment as colonel of some regiment, and being 
doubtless just as well acquainted with her regimental 
duties as her fat and heavy brother. The Duke of Cam- 
bridge was made a colonel at the age of eighteen, and he 
did the ordinary barrack and garrison duties of his 
place. When the Crimean war broke out he was ap- 
pointed to the command of the first division of the army 
sent against the Russians. He ‘lost his head,’ people 
say,; he could not stand the sights and sounds of the 
battle-field. It required on one occasion—at Inkerman, 
I believe—the prompt and sharp interference of the late 
Lord Clyde, then Sir Colin Campbell, to prevent his 
Royal Highness from making a sad mess of his command. 
It is not likely that he wanted personal courage—few 
princes do; but his nerves gave way, and as he could be 
of no further use to anybody, he was induced to return 
home. France and England each sent a fat prince, 
cousin of the reigning sovereign, to the Crimean war, 
end each prince rather suddenly came home again with 
the invidious whispers of the malign unpleasantly criti- 
cising his retreat from the field. 

““It was not long after the Duke’s return home that on 
the death or resignation (I don’t now quite remember 
which) of Viscount Hardinge, our heavy ‘ George’ was 
made Commander-in-Chief of the British army. I ven- 
ture to think that, taking all the conditions of the time 
and the appointment into consideration, no more unrea- 
sonable, no more unjustifiable instance of military pro- 
motion was ever seen in England. 

“For observe that the worst thing about the apointment 
of the Duke of Cambridge is not that an incompetent 
person obtains by virtue of his rank the highest military 
position in the State. If this were all, there might be 
Just the same thing said of almost every other European 
country—indeed, of almost every other country. The 
King of Prussia was Commander-in-Ohief of the armies 
of North Germany, but noone supposed that he was 
really competent to discharge all the duties of such a 
position. Abraham Lincoln was Commander*in-Chief of 
the Federal Army, by virtue of his office of President; 
but no one supposed that his military knowledge and ca- 
pacity would ever have recommended him to such a post. 

appointment in each case was only nominal, and as 





a matter of political convenience and propriety, 
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“ But the Duke of Cambridge, as a professional soldier, 
although a very indifferent one, is expected to perform 
and does perform the duties of his office, after his own 
fashion. He is too high in rank to be openly rebuked, 
contradicted, or called to account; he is not high enough 
to be accepted as a mere official ornament or figurehead. 
He is too much of a professional general to become will- 
ingly the pupil and instrument of a more skilled subor- 
dinate; too little of a professional general to render his 
authority of any real value, or to be properly qualified 
for any high military position. So the Duke of Cam- 
bridge did actually direct the affairs of the army, inter- 
fered in everything, was supreme in everything, and 
I think it is not too much to say mismanaged everything. 
He stood in the way of all useful reforms; he sheltered 
old abuses; he was as dictatorial as though he had the 
military genius of a Wellington or a Von Moltke; he 
was as independent of public opinion as the Mikado of 
Japan. The kind of mistakes which were made and 
abuses which were committed under his administration 
were not such as to attract much of the attention or in- 
terest of the newspapers. In England the press, more- 
over, is not supposed to be at liberty to criticise princes. 
Of late some little efforts at daripg innovation are made 
in this direction; but as a rule, unless a prince does 
something very wrong indeed, he is secure from any 
censure or even criticism on the part of the newspapers. 
There was, besides, one great practical difficulty in the 
way of any one inclined to criticise the military admin- 
istration of the Duke of Cambridge. The War Depart- 
ment in England had grown to be a kind of anomalous 
two-headed institution. There is a Secretary of War, 
who sits in the House of Lords or the House of Commons, 
as the case may be, and whom every one can challenge, 
criticise, and censure as he pleases. There is the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Which of these two functionaries is 
the superior? The theory of course is that the Secretary 
of War is supreme; that he is responsible to Parliament, 
and that every official in the department is responsible 
tohim. But everybody in England knows that this is 
not the actual case. 

“ The Duke of Cambridge, it is said, habitually acts 
upon his own authority and ignores the War Office 
altogether. Things are done by him of which the Sec- 
retary for War knows nothing until they are done. 
The late Sidney Herbert, a man devoted to the duties 
of the War Department, over which he presided for 
some years, once emphatically refused during a debate 
in the House of Commons to evade the responsibility of 
some step taken at the Horse Guards, by pleading that 
it was made without the knowledge of the War Office. 
He declared that he considered himself, as War Secre- 
tary, responsible to Parliament for everything done in 
any office of the War Department. But it was quite 
evident from the tone of his speech that the thing had 
been done without his knowledge or consent, and that if 
anybody but the Queen’s cousin had done it there would 
have been a ‘row in the building’ Now Sidney Her- 
bert was an asistocrat of high rank, of splendid fortune, 
of unsurpassed social dignity and influence, of great 
political talents and reputation. Ifhe then could not 
attempt to control and rebuke the Queen’s cousin, how 
could such an attempt be expected from a man like Mr. 
Cardwell, the present War Secretary ? Mr. Cardwell is 
a dull, steady-going, respectable man, who has no preten- 
sion to anything like the rank, social influence, or even 
popularity of Sidney Herbert. 

“‘ Let any stranger in London who happens to be in the 
gallery of the House of Lords, observe the astonishing 
deference with which even a’ pure-blooded marquis or 
earl of antique title will receive the greeting of the 
Duke of Cambridge; and then say what chance there is 
of a War Seeretary, who probably belongs to the middle 
or manufacturing classes, venturing to dictate to or 
rebuke so tremedous a magnifico. Lately an audacious 
critic of the Duke has started up in the person of a clever, 
vivacious young member of Parliament, George Otto 
Trevelyan, son of one of the ablest Indian administra- 
tors and nephew of Lord Macaulay. Trevelyan once held, I 
think, some subordinate place in the War Department, 
and he has lately been horrifying the conservatism and 
veneration of English society by boldly making speeches 
in which he attacks the Queen’s cousin, declares that 
the latter is an injury and nuisance to the army system, 
that he stands in the way of all improvement, and that 

he ought to be abolished. But although most people do 
profoundly and potently believe what this saucy Trevel- 
yan says, yet his words find little echo in public debate, 
and his direct motions in the House of Commons have 
been unsuccessful. The Duke, I perceive, has lately, how- 
ever, descended so far from his position of supreme dig- 
nity as to defend himself in a public speech, and to claim 
the merit of having always been a progressive and in- 
deed rather daring army reformer. ButI do not believe 
the English Government or Parliament would ever have 
ventured to take one step to lessen the Duke of Cam- 
bridge’s power of doing harm to the military service, 
were it not for the pressure of fevents with which Eng- 
land had nothing directly to do, and which nevertheless 
have proved too strong for the resistance. even of 
princes and of vested interests. The practical dethrone- 
ment of the Duke of Cambridge I hold to be as certain 
as any mortal event still in the future can well be de- 
clared. The anomaly, the inconvenience, the degrada- 
tion which English governments,and Parliaments would 
have endured forever if left to ithemselves, may be re- 
garded as destined to be swept away by the same flood 
which overwhelmed the military organization of France, 
and washed the Bonapartes off the throne of the Tuileries. 
The Duke of Cambridge too had to surrender at Sedan. 

For with the overwhelming successes of Prussia and 
the unparalleled collapse of France, there arose in Eng- 
Isnd so loud and general a cry for .the reorganization of 
the decaying old army system that no Government 
could possibly attempt to disregard it. Mr. Gladstone’s 
Cabinet had the sense and spirit to see that no middle 
course of reform weuld be worth anything. In medio 
tutissimusibis would never apply to this case. Any re- 
form must count on the obstinate opposition of vested 
interests—a tremendous power in English affairs; and 


the only way to bear down that opposition would be by 
introducing a reform so thorough and grand as to garry 
with it the enthusiasm of popular support. Therefore 
the Government have undertaken a new work of revolue 
tion, certainly not less bold than that which overthrew 
the Irish Church, ‘and destined perhaps to havea still 
more decisive influence on the political organization of 
English society. One of the many changes this mea- 
sure will introduce—and it is certain to be carried, first 
or last—will be the extinction of the anomaly now re- 
presented by the position of the Duke of Cambridge. 

‘* Next comes the abolition of the purchase system as 
regards the commissions held by military officers. 
Except in certain regiments, and certain branches of the 
service outside Enylaud itself, the rule is that an officer 
obtains his commision by purchase. Promotion can be 
bought in-the same way. A commission is a vested in- 
terest. The owner has paid so much for it, and expects 
to sell it foran equalsum. The regulation price recog- 
nized by law and the Horse Guards is by no means the 
actual price of the article. It is worth ever so much 
more to the holder, and he must of course have its real, 
not its regulation value. The pay in the English arm 
is, for the officers, ridiculously small. The habitsof the 
army, among officers, are ridiculously expensive. An 
officer is not expected to live upon his pay. 

“ But the English system allowed full scope to wealth, 
and the result was that certain regiments prided them- 
selves on luxury and ostentation, and a poor man, or 
even a man of moderate means, could not live in them. 
Add to all this that while the expenses were great and the 
pay next to nothing, there were certain valuable prizes, 
sinecures,and monopolies to be had in the army,which fav- 
oritism and family influence could procure, and which 
therefore rendered it additionally desirable that the con- 
trol of the military organization should be retained in 
the hands of the aristocracy. John Bright described the 
military and diplomatic sarvices of England as ‘a gigan- 
tic system of outdoor relief for the broken-down mem- 
bers of the British aristocracy.’ This was especislly 
true of the military service, which had a large number 
of rich and pleasant prizes to be awarded at the uncon- 
trolled discretion of the authorities. It might be fairly 
said that every aristocratic family had at least one scion 
in the army. Every aristocratic family had likewise one 
in the House of Commons; sometimes two, or three, or 
four sons and nephews. The mere numerical strength 
of the military officers who had seats in the 
House of Commons was enough to hold up a tremendous 
barrier in the way of army reform or political reform. 
It was as clear as light that a popular Parliament would 
among its very first works of reformation proceed to 
throw open the army to the competition of merit, inde- 
pendently of either aristocratic rank or moneyed influ- 
ence. So the military men in the House of Commons 
were, with some few and remarkable exceptions, steady 
Tories and firm opponents of all reform either in the 
army or the political system. Yearafter year did gallant 
old De Lacy Evans bring forward his motion for the 
abolition of the purchase system in vain. He was always 
met by the supposed practical authority of the great 
bulk of the military members and by the dead weight of 
aristocratic influence and vested interests. The army, 
as then organized, was at once the fortress and the trophy 
of the English aristocracy. At. last the effort at reform 
seemed to be given up altogether. Though humane re- 
formers did at last succeed in getting rid of the detesta- 
ble system of flogging in the army, the practice of 
trafficking in commissions seemed safer than ever. One 
difficulty in the way of its abolition was always pressed 
with special emphasis by persons who otherwise were 
prodigal enough of the public money—the cost such a 
measure would entail on the people of England. It 
would be impossible, of course, to abolish such a system 
without compensating those who had paid money for 
tLe commissions which thenceforward could be sold no 
more. The amount of money required for such compensa- 
tion would be some forty milions of dollars. Moreover,when 
commissions are given away among all classes according 
to merit, the pay of officers will have to be raised. 

“Finally, the Government propose to introduce measures 
calculated to weld together as far as possible the regular 
and irregular forces of the country. There are in Eng- 
land three classes of soldiery—the regular army, the 
militia,and the volunteers. The militia constitute a 
force as nearly as possible corresponding with that in 
whose companionship Sir John Falstaff declined to march 
through Coventry. Bombastes Furioso or the Graude 
Duchesse hardly ever marshalled such a body of men as 
may be seen when a British militia regiment is turned 
out for exercise. Awkwardcountry bumpkins and beer- 
swilling rowdies of the poacher class make up the bulk 
of the privates. They are a terror to any small town 
where they may happen to be exercising, and where not 
infrequently they finish up a day’s drill by a general 
smashing of windows, sacking of shops, and plundering 
of inhabitants. The volunteers are a force composed of 
a much better class of men, and are capable, I think, of 
great military efficiency and service if properly organiz- 
ed. Of late the volunteer force has, I believe, been grow- 
ing somewhat demoralized. The Government never gave 
it very cordia] encouragement, its position was hardly 
defined, and the national enthusiasm out of which it 
sprang naturally began to languish. We in England 
have always owed our volunteer force to some sudden 
menace or dread of French invasion. It was soin the 
time of William Pitt. We all remember the famous 
sarcasm with which that statesman replied to the request 
of same volunteer regiments not to be sent out on foreign 
service. Pitt gravely assured them that they never 
should be sent out of the country unless in case of Eng- 
land’s invasion. Erskine was a voluateer, and I think it 
was as an officer of volunteers that Gibbon said he ac- 
quired a practical knowledge of military affairs, which 
proved useful to him in describing the decline and fall 
of the Roman empire. Our present volunteer service 
originated in the last of the ‘ three panics’ described by 
Cobden—the fear of invasion by Louis Napoleon, the 
panic which Tennyson endeavored to foment by his weak 








and foolish ‘Form, form! Riflemen, form!’ The 


volunteer force, however, contint te grog seme ant 
stronger no eevee labs heed ied away; even 
though recently the of improvement seems to 
have been somewhat Est. ced Go vetuntanr body to 
have become lax in its organization, ee oe. 
that in its intelligence, its earnestness, ite. 


cal capacity there exists the material out of which 
be moulded a very valuable arm of the military 


The War Minister now proposes to take steps which 
shall yates mY —_ a bog body, oe ae ¥s 

really quali and responsible officers, which shall give 
better officers to the volunteers, and place these latter 


under more effective discipline, and which shall bring 
militia and volunteers into closer relationship with the 


regular army. How far these objects mer 
by the measures now under consideration I do not 
tend to judge; but I cannot the t 
oy as a man highly qualified for place 
holds.” 


A New York insurance journal, the Underwriter thus 
refers to the plan of life insurance for the Army and 


ar 
he 








Y | Navy adopted by the St. Louis Mutual Insurance Com- 


pany: 

Insurance for Army and Navy officers has coomney 
the attention of companies for some years. Until of 
late the only concession made to this class was that of 
dispensing with an extra risk during life, but in lieu 
thereof, if death occurred while in the of 
duty or in battle, ten per cent. of the face of the policy 
would be deducted at the time of settlement. 

The St. Louis Mutual Life Insurance Company has 
lately inaugurated a plan which cannot fail to work well 
for the class it is intended. to serve. 
inated by Mr. James B. Houston, of the firm of Greg- 
ory and Houston, general agents of the com- 
pany at New York, and is briefly as follows: An 
Army and Navy brahch will be established by the com- 
pany as soon as one hundred officers shall agree to 
take out policies of $5,000 each. The policies will be 
issued in the usual manner and at the same rate as is 
paid by civilians, and on all the plans of the company. 
The examinations of applicants may be made by an 
Army or Navy surgeon. The premiums are payable 
monthly, and shall not be forfeited for non-payment of 
premium on the particular day on which it is due, pro- 
vided it has been sent to the office on that or the preced- 


ing day. ; 

ye are free to perform all or any duty con- 
mected with the service without extra premium, whether 
in peace or war. 

The branch is to be kept distinct and separate from 
the company’s other business, and dividends will be de- 
clared on the business of the branch alone, but the en- 
tire assets of the company are pledged for payment of 
every policy. 

This will be a great boon to officers, as they will be 
enabled to enjoy the benefits of life insurance without 
paying fancy “war” prices for their insurance, and, as 
these polices will be kept in a separate class, there ,will 
be no injustice done to other policy-holders. , 

We are always glad to give publicity to such valua- 
ble measures as companies may adopt from time to time, 
and in this instance feel a special pleasure in moe | 
progress on the part of the stanch old St. Louis Mu 


= 


AT an adjourned meeting of the Commandery of the 
State of Pennsylvania, Mili er, U. 
8., held at the quarters, 1103 Walnut St., P on 
Wednesday evening, the 12th instant, the 
were elected companions of the Order of the first class: 
Majo:-General John M. Schofield, Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Brevet Brigadier-General Hiram Leonard, Major 
and Brevet Brigadier-General Charles G. Sawtelle, First 
Lieutenant and Brevet Major George W. McKee, Com- 
mander Charles J. McDougal, Lieutenant-Commander 
Alfred T. Sngll, Captain John Henley Highee, Major 
Jonathan Letterman, M. D., Brevet Brigadier-General 
George W. Bowie, Brevet Brigadier-General George 8. 
Evans, Brevet Colonel James M. McNulty, M. D., and 
Brevet Major William Gouverneur Morris. General 
Schofield and the other officers elected from California 
propose to establish a Commandery of the Order in San 
Francisco. 


“ 














In the settlement of claims under the act of March 3, 
1849, for vessels lost in the Pree bag of the Unit- 
ed States, Comptroller Brodhead decided that 
Government was subrogated to the rights of the owners 
in respect of insurance, and that uently only the 
value of the lost vessel, less the amount of insurance, 
would be paid. The underwriters, on the contrary, 
claimed that having paid the insurance they were subro- 
gated tothe rights of the owners, and had therefore 
legal claim for reimbursement from the United 
The Comptroller stated that the which recei 
premium ought to stand the risk, and that it would be 
novel and unsound principle of law which would give 
an insurance company the premium and impose the risk 
on the Government. An opinion of a former Attorney 
General was invoked in favor of the claims of the 
surers, but the Secretary of the Treasury sustained 
Comptroller and declined payment. 
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TE late Edwin A. Stevens, who was one of the 
nal rs of the Soldiers’ Home at Newark, N. J., 
left to the State the “Stevens Battery.” As the Federal 
Constitution prohibits any State from vessels of 
war, the authorities have decided to sell battery. 
Ex-Governor Ward has petitioned the Legislature, and 
a bill to cnesy the: Roseieans of bia peti 
has been introd into that body, that the income de- 
rived from the sale of the battery be devoted 
rt of the Soldiers’ Home at Newark, and 
vies at Trenton, and that when the need 





The plan was orig-. 
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‘THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tas Seventa’s AnnvaL.—This well-known regiment gave 
its annual promenade concert on Thursday evening, the 13th, 
at the Academy. his humble name, promenade concert, which 
suggests simply a stiff-necked and proper procession march— 
ing to slow music, does not by any means describe the superb 
affair of which we are to speak. It is a euphemistic name 
selected for the benefit of the conscientious and high-toned, 
whose scruples do not permit them to attend balls, but who 
greatly enjoy a promenade and are willing to endure 
Grafulla’s music, even though it interferes with sober and 
improving conversation. The printed programme for the 
evening ordained a promenade from 8 to 10; after that danc- 
ing till one o’clock. It was followed out as might have 
been expected, the promenade beginning very late and the 
dancing very early. In other words, the people began to 
assemble at half past nine, and dancing began a few minutes 
later. The Seventh regiment promenade is regarded as the 
most select and difficult of the great balls of the season ; great 
care is exercised to secure the presence of only people of 
recognized standing, and though it has been found practical- 
ly impossible to make the entertainment one of Utopian 
exclusiveness, yet the company, style, and management on 
this occasion approached as nearly the ideal of perfection as is 
permitted in this imperfect world. 

The managers of the ball, knowing better than to paint the 
lily, did not attempt to add to the beauty of the Academy 
by decorations. At the back of the stage hung a curtain 
representing a pretty summer landscape, whose green hills 
and sparkling waters formed a refreshing background and 
relieved the glare of the dazzling amphitheatre. In front of 
this was the tastefully draped platform where sat General 
Grafulla and his happy band, to inspire the dancers; and we 
are informed by reliable authority that better music has 
never been heard since Apollo and his famous troupe played 
on Mount Parnassus. Another band of musicians was sta- 
tioned in the topmost gallery, to play for the promenaders 
between the dances. A younglady was heard to remark that 
she then heard for the first time the sweet strains of Paradise, 
which she had always thought to be fabulous. The danc- 
ing floor, as usual, included the stage and the parquet, which 
was floored over. The dress circle and paradise were occu- 
pied by spectators. The premieres and secondes boxes were 
more especially rented for the evening, and the double horse- 
shoo of rich toilets, with fluttering fans and sparkling jewels, 
was almost as dazzling to the spectator looking up from 
below, as was the scene upon the stage with its circling 
and eddying maze of colors, its flashing uniforms and elegant 
dresses. 

Not to avail ourselves of the time-honored simile of the 
kaleidoscope, and the vast bed of flowers, it is sufficient to 
say of the gentlemen, that all who were not military were 
civil enough to appear in evening dress, and of the ladies 
that their toilets were more tasteful and becoming than usual. 
The new fashion of rigid simplicity in jewelry is very 
generally followed, and with good results. Very few ladies 
or gentlemen wore diamonds or showy jewels. Colonel 
James F——, Jr., was not present, but we noticed a gentle- 
man, probably from Golconda, who followed and guided the 
dazzling rays of a luminary in his capacious shirt front, 
which bore to him the relation of a binnacle light to a ship. 
The dazzling brilliancy of this breastpin made everything else 
fade by contrast into temporary dimness. The ball was not 
a crush, and on this account more enjoyable than great balls 
generally are. The space allotted for dancing was well filled, 
and somtimes crowded so that the greatest care did not pre- 
vent accidents to the long trains of the lady dancers. We 
regret to say that the inevitable young man with the crush 
hat was largely represented. Why these collapsing hats are 
carried in the dance is best known to those who carry them. 
This is not, like most novelties, an imported fashion, but a 
local eccentricity which has risen and we trust will end here 
in the metropolis. It was remarked that no officers of the 
regular service were present, and very few representatives of 
the various branches of the National Guard; this was a 
noticeable defect. The regimental and brigade command- 
ants and their chiefs of staff were invited, and of course the 
division commandant and his staff; but the number of gene- 
ral officers was less than might have been expected. A sump- 
tuous feast was spread for the privileged few in the commit - 
tee room, where a dusky Ganymede poured out brimming 
libations of nectar for the martial and reportorial visitor, and 
then fed the Jovial bird with ambrosia. We saw no one who 
appeared ill-natured, embarrassed, or home-sick, and there 
was nothing to detract from the general enjoyment. The 

arrangements were well conceived and executed, and good 
taste, good order, and good humor were marked features of 
the evening. 

TarrteENts Inrantry.—Company H on Thursday even- 
ing of last week gave a concert and hop at the Siate Arsenal, 
Brooklyn, for the benefit of one of its drummers, who is sick 
and in indigent circumstances. The members of the com- 
pany, in fact the entire regiment, manifested their interest 
in the cause by a large sale and purchase of tickets, so that 
the net proceeds of the pleasant gathering must have reached 
many hundred do'lars. The arsenal was unusual in its gay 
“decorations, and presented a very attractive appearance 
There was a large attendance, most excellent music, and last 
but not least, many pretty women, in handsome and becom- 
ing toilets. The officers of the regiment generally wore 








among the active participants, and none present, perhaps, 
Were more happy and smiling than the ever jolly, good- 
natured Major Boyd, the veteran armorer of the old Thir- 
teenth. The major is apparently always happy, but is es- 
pecially so when he sees a worthy undertaking of a favorite 
company and regiment successful, as this concert gave every 
evidence. Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Captain 
Hull and his co-workers of the company and regiment for 
their efforts in this good work, and this last undertaking of 
Company HI is only another evidence of the high standing 
of one of Brooklyn’s best organizations and companies. 
Company F, Captain Harry H. Beadle, celebrates its 
tenth anniversary on the evening of May 2, by a full dress 
parade and collation. The regimental band will be in at- 
tendance on this occasion. The sum of $1,500 is now being 
expended in fitting up the Board of Officers’ and the one com- 
pany room of this regiment. 


Ninta Inrantry.—The regular monthly meeting of Com- 
pany K, Captain Bird W. Spencer, takes place on Monday, 
the 24th inst. This being the annual meeting, civil officers, 
committees, and court-martial will then be elected. An 
election will also take place for a sergeant and corporal. It 
is the intention of the commandant as each year passes to 
note in orders at its close those most deserving of mention, 
and who have not missed any drills, meetings, or parades 
during the year, and for their strict attendance to every roll 
call hold them exempt from detail on occasions of parades, 
ete. The name of Private F. B. Wright is mentioned as 
never having been absent at roll call. Corporal J. Peter 
Hertzler, Privates John Coykendall and 0. D. Squires have 
been absent but one meeting each; they therefore receive 
worthy mention for strict attention toduty. Private Wright 
is exempt from detail during the ensuing year. Captain 
Spencer states in company orders that, ‘‘in closing the first 
year’s labors, the company are to be congratulated on their 
drill and discipline, and the thanks of the commandant are 
particularly due to ex-Lieutenant R. B. Cable, Lieutenant 
A. P. Bacon, Lieutenant James A. Mulligan, and First Ser- 
geant 0. H. Ainsworth for their untiring zeal in company 
matters, and their earnest support of him in company drills.’’ 
At the drills of Wednesdays, May 3 and 10 proximo, the 
members are directed to bring their knapsacks for instruc- 
tion in inspection, and slinging and unslinging knapsacks. 
Eicaty-rourta Inrantry.—This regiment is ordered to 
parade in full-dress uniform at the State Arsenal, corner of 
Seventh avenue and Thirty-fifth street, on Wednesday, April 
26. The line will be formed at 8 o’clock. Captain W. H. 
O'Neal, commanding Company C, is directed to make the 
necessary detail for guard daty at the door; and the colonel 
commanding expects that commandants of companies will 
cause their first sergeants to report promptly, in order that 
the line may be formed at the hour designated. 

Tarrp Inrantry.—This command paraded at Mount Ver- 
non, N. Y., on Monday, the 10th inst., in celebration of the 
German peace festival. The eight companies composing the 
regiment arrived at various times during the morning, and 
the line was formed about 10:30 a.m. The command then 
marched to West Mount Vernon, where it joined the peace 
jubilee procession about 11 o’clock. The companies averaged 
twenty files front, and looked exceedingly well in their neat 
gray uniforms. The Sing Sing company, not being, uniformed 
did not participate in the parade. The regiment was com- 
manded by Colonel John G. Fay, and the music was fur- 
nished by Wheeler & Wilson’s band of Bridgeport, Conn. 
The Third is uow in excellent shape for a new organization, 
and Colonel Fay, his chief of staff Lieutenant Jardine, and 
the officers and men generally manifest grear interest in 
the regiment’s progress. , 


Seventy-rirst InraAntry.—The members of Companies D, 
F, I, E, and H, composing tie left wing, assembled at the 
State Arsenal on Thursday evening last, in full fatigue, for 
drill. At his own request, Lieutenant W. C. Dow is relieved 
from duty on the Examining Board, and First Lieutenant 
Gilbert W. Knight is appointed in his place. The following 
changes have been made in this command : Commissioned— 
First Lieutenant John R. Davenport, to rank February 3. 
Discharged on account of expiration of service—Private Al- 
fred Brooks, Company C, to date March 27. Expelled—Pri- 
vate John W. Matthews. Company K, to date April 10; Pri- 
vate Bernard Sammon, Company K, to date April 10. 

The attention of commandants of companies is called to 
sections 3 and 4, paragraph 3, Circular No. 7, First division 
headquarters, series 1870. In paragraph 4, General Orders 
No. 3, current series, Sergeants Stagg and Wilson should 
read Corporals Stagg and Wilson. Private Noah Allen and 
George S. B. Worthen, paragraph 3, General Orders No. 4, 
current series, should read company Quartermaster-Sergeant 
Noah R. Allen and Sergeant George 8S. B. Worthen. 
The following members having passed the Examining 
Board, warrants will at once be issued to them: Sergeant 
E, C. Imley, Company E; Sergeants H. 8. Swift and 
A. W. Belknap, Company F; Corporals W. D. Faris 
and G. F. Benedict, Company F ; Corporals Henry C. Rip- 
ley and David Graham, Company G@; Corporals T. C. Smith, 
J. E. Rogers, and C. R. Beekman, Company B ; Corporal A. 
W. Holbrook, Company D. 

SEVENTY-FIRST REGIMENT VETERAN AssociaTION.—The 


committee of arrangements announce the celebration of the 
third anniversary of the Veteran Association of the Seventy- 





first regiment, and the tenth aniversary of its departure for 


the defence of Washington, by a dinner to be given at Hotel 
Brunswick, corner of Fifth avenue and Twenty-sixth street, 
on Friday, April 21, at 8 o’clock Pp. m. Major-General Am-~- 
brose E. Burnside will be present. The annual meeting for 
the election of officers, receiving reports, and the transaction 
of such other business as may come before it, will be held at 
the same place at 7:30 o’clock. Ex-Colonel Chas. Henry 
Smith} 115 Broad street ; Colonel Harry Rockafellar, 137 
East Thirty-ninth street; and James A. Baker, 56 Park 
Place, are the committee of arrangements. Music by the 
Seventy-first regiment band. 

The following are the officers elected for 1871: Colonel, 
Henry P. Martin; Lieutenant-Colonel, Charles Henry 
Smith; Senior Major, Wm. J. Coles; Junior Major, Oliver 
Libby ; Adjutant, Harry Rockafellar ; Engineer, E. A. Quin- 
tard; Quartermaster, Geo. W. Rosevelt ; Commisvary, James 
T. Sanford; Paymaster, Philip R. Wilkins; Surgeon, Dr. 
Charles McMillan ; Assistant Surgeon, Dr. James B. Rey- 
nolds. Executive Committee—Ex-Captains Seymour A. 
Bunce, 0. P. Smith, Andrew M. Underhill, Wm. H. Benja- 
min, ex-Sergeant Eben Peeck. 


INSPECTION OF Books AnD PArers—Twe.rra IxrAntrY 
—We continue the exclusive’ publication of the interesting 
reports of Major Gilon, the inspector of the First brigade, 
First division, N. G.S. N. Y., relative to the condition of 
the books and papers of the regiments forming this brigade. 
We append herewith the Twelfth Infantry : 


New York, 18th April, 1871. 
owe W. G. Ward, commanding First Brigade N. G. 8. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to respectfully report that I 
examined the books and papers of the Tweifth Infantry N. 
G., on the 13th inst., and found their condition to be as fol- 
lows : 

Headquarters.—In reference to the books and “papers of 
this headquarters, I am gratified to state that they are 
kept in the same methodical, correct, and perfect manner 
for which they have always heretofore been distinguished. 
Adjutant Murphy undoubtedly deserves the highest encomi- 
ums for the handsome and faultless condition in which his 
books and records are at all times to be found; they are 
never neglected, but are always fully and explicitly written 
up todate. The roster, order, letter, journal and endorse- 
ment, and consolidated report books, are models of neatness, 
and of which the adjutant should be (and no doubt is) 
justly proud. 

Companies.—The books and papers of Companies A, C, E, 
F, G, and I, I found in most excellent condition; they were 
fully written upand complete in every detail. 

Those of Companies H and K were in very good condi- 
tion, and correctly and fully written up. 

The books and papers of Companies B and D were also in 
good condition, except that in the descriptive book of Com- 
pany B the several changes that have recently occurred by 
promotion, etc., were not entered in the column of remarks. 
I also noticed in the company order book that the com- 
pany orders, although written in, had not been signed by 
the officer issuing the same since May, 1870. 

I observed also that the descriptive book of Company D 
remained in the same neglected and incorrect condition that 
I have heretofore reported it to bein. Captain Smith has, 
however, promised faithfully to write up a new descriptive 
book immediately 

This examination proved to be the most satisfactory of 
any heretofore held; and I trace it to no other source than 
holding the commanding officers of regiments responsible for 
the condition of the books and pape-s »f company command- 
ers. This tends to break the spiritof procrastination which 
has heretofore pervaded company officers (and caused them 
to defer writing up their books until an inspection was 
ordered), and I have no doubt will ultimately eradicate it. 

Respectfully submitted. EDWARD GILOoN, 

Major and Inspector First brigade N. G. S. N. Y. 


Twev_rtH Inrantry.—This command is ordered to as- 
semble at the State Arsenal in full-dress uniform (white 
gloves) for battalion drill April 27. Assembly at 7:45 p.m. 
The field officers of this regiment offer the following prizes 
for recruiting: First, a prize of two hundred dollars will be 
awarded to the company in this command which, between 
this date and the Ist of November, 1871, shall be able to 
muster at least ten recruits, thoroughly uniformed and 
equipped (full dress and fatigue), in addition to those al- 
ready enrolled, provided that this company show a majority 
of recruits over any other competing company; second, the 
company showing at the time specified the next number of 
recruits, thoroughly uniformed and equipped (at least seven 
however being required), will receive a prize of oue hundred 
dollars. The following non-commissioned officers, having 
passed the Board of Examination, have been granted war- 
rants, viz.: Sergeants David H. Ackerman and Bernard 
Mctiowan, Company G; William D. Ivans, Company F ; 
and Corporal Charles H. Scheibel, Company K. 


Firta Inrantry.—The officers of this command indulge 
in a banquet at Irving Hall on the evening of the 25th inst., 
to celebrate the anniversary of the birthday of Jefferson,’in 
honor of whom the regiment received its designation as the 
“Jefferson Guard.’? Lieutenant-Colonel Kraeger is chair- 
man of the Committee of Arrangements; and the official 
representatives of the old Fifth will undoubtedly have a 
merry time. 


First Inrantry (Hawkins Zovaves).—This regiment, 
Colonel Perley, is ordered to assemble at the State Arsenal in 
fall uniform on the 28th inst., for inspection and review} 
Roll call at 8 p.m. Members who have not yet obtained 
their full uniform are directed to do so at once, as here- 
after no one will be allowed in the ranks who is not uni- 
formed according to the bill of dress in every particular. 
The commissioned and non-commissioned officers assemble 





at the armory in fatigue uniform April 21, for practical and 
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theoretical instraction. Roll call at 8 Pp. u. The head- 
quarters of thiscommand was removed on the 15th inst. to the 
new armory, No. 118 West Thirty-second street. 


TwenTy-sEconD InrantRY.—On Friday evening of last 
week another of the many changes whicn have occurred in 
the field of this command since its organization took place, 
by the promotion of Majer Brown to the position of lieuten- 
ant-colonel, vice Camp, resigned, and Captain McGrath of 
Company G, major, vice Brown, promoted. The canvass 
for this election, as usual, caused some little excitement in 
the regiment, and, unlike the former field election, far from 
a unanimous vote was given for those selected to fill the 
vacancies. Nevertheless, matters were very quietly conduct- 
ed, offering a happy contrast to the proceedings of the Forty- 
seventh of Brooklyn on a similar occasion, upon the’disorder of 
which the press have so strongly commented. Twenty-five votes 
were cast for each of these positions, Captain Vose of Com- 
pany D, unfortunately for him, in each instance being the 
opposing and defeated candidate. Captains Vose and Mc- 
Grath have appareatly long been rival aspirants for the po- 
sition of major when such vacancies have occurred in the 
regiment, the latter having at last reached that high alti- 
tude of lineal rank. Captain Vose, who, by the way, is the 
senior company commandant of the regiment, received again 
his defeat with true soldierly grace, and in his speech at the 
usual after-entertainment, given at Delmonico’s after the 
election, expressed his determination to stand by his compa- 
ny and the regiment and protect their interests as heretofore. 
He likewise proposed to again offer ten gold medals for com- 
petitive purposes in the regiment, which proposition, and 
with every consideration for the gallant and generous cap- 
tain, we trust will not be accepted, for the reason that the 
former gifts and trials didnot work satisfactorily last season 
in the Twenty-second, nor will such competitions ever termi- 
nate well in any regiment. Lieutenant-Colonel Brown and 
Major McGrath have been connected with the regiment 
since its inception, and have proved themselves capable offi- 
cers. They are the choice of the majority of the regiment, 
and assuch will receive the support and aid of every infe- 
rior ranking officer of this excellent command. Brigadier- 
General Ward, commanding First brigade, presided with his 
usual urbanity at this election. 

A regimental class for the instruction of recruits has been 
established in thiscommand. The class will comprise the 
existing company recruit squads, all recruits who may hereaf- 
ter be admitted into the regiment, 2nd members who have, 
through absence, inattention, or otherwise, become deficient 
in drill and discipline, the latter to be selected from time to 
time by company commanders. The class will be placed 
under the control of the adjutant, and it will be his duty 
to instruct it in the.school of the soldier and the principles 
of military discipline. ,In this he will be assisted by a 
commissioned officer and two or more non-commissioned offi- 
cers, to be hereafter designated. No member of the class 
will be permitted to parade or drill at any company or regi- 
mental drill or parade, except by special permission from 
regimental headquarters. As members of the class acquire 
the requisite proficiency in drill and discipline, they will, 
upon the certificate of the adjutant to that effect, be assign- 
ed to their respective companies by orders from these head- 
quarters. 

The following resolution was passed by the Board of Offi- 
cers ata, meoting hold on the 14th inst. : 


Whereas, It has been the practice of courts-martial in this regi- 
ment to impose a fine of three dollars for all absences from battal- 
ion drills and parades, without reference to the number of ab- 
sences, and without drawing a distinction between drills and pa- 


rades; and 
proper that those who frequently 


Whereas, It seems just and 
absent themselves should be subjected to a severer penalty than 


absentees from a single drill or parade; and 

Whereas, At every public parade of the regiment the reputation 
of the regiment is at stake, and it is the duty of every member at 
all sacrifices to be at his post; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the — of this Board the fine for a single 
absence from drill should be three dollars; for frequent or succes- 
sive absences from buttalion drills, five dollars for each absence; 
— for absence from regimental parade, the full fine authorized 

y law. 


The following-named men having been duly expelled from 
their respective companies for habitual neglect of duty and 
non-payment of dues and fines, the action of such companies 
has been approved and confirmed, and the members so ex- 
pelled are dishonorably dismissed from the Twenty-second 
regiment, namely: Company A, Privates Henry T. Cassidy 
and Charles H. Allen; Company G, Privates Alvah Chapman, 
James D’Hervilly, and George H. Ennis; Company E, Pri- 
vate John Brennan. 

The regiment will assemble at “the armory for battalion 
drill and inspection as follows: On Friday, April 28, 
instant, in fatigue uniform, with knapsacks (overcoats roll- 
ed) ; on Friday, May 5, in fall-dress uniform; assembly on 
each occasion at 7:45 p.mu. The field and staff will report to 
the regimental commander, and the non-commissioned staff, 
general ghides, markers, and drum corps to the adjutant at 
7:40 p. a. The colonel commanding announces that orders 
for a street parade ofthe regiment in full-dress uniform on or 
about May 17 will shortly be issued. Timely notice is thus given 
tothe command in order that every member may make such 
arrangements as will enable him to-participate in. the pa- 
rade, it being particularly desired that the regiment appear 
with fall ranks. 


E.zevents Inrantry.—Lieutenant C.J. Smith has been 
appointed adjutant of this regiment ; Captain J. W. Scheu, 
assistant commissary, and assigned to duty in this regiment ; 
and R. EB. Williams assistant surgec*. Lieutenant Max 


Ebler is relieved from duty as acting adjutant. Orderly 
Sergeant J. Grabowsky, Company I, is appointed commis- 
ary-sergeant, and Sergeant Brochardt, Company E, color. 
bearer. 

Tug ;T wEeNTY-SECOND’s |_Ricut.—The right wing of this 
command, comprising Companies D, A, H, and C, assembled, 
sixteen files front, on Tuesday evening last fo: drill. Colonel 
Porter was in command, Major Brown and Adjutant Hard- 
ing likewise being in attendance. This being a public 
drill, a large number of spectators occupied the galleries, 
and apparently took no little interest in the movements of 
the battalion, although rather shy of the applause which 
the command frequently merited. By the way, we observe 
very few regiments at battalion drills ever receive applause, 
even when a movement. is extraordinarily well performed. 
The Seventh, in fact, is about the only regiment whose exe- 
cutions ever elicit marked{attention from spectators. Why 
is this? Is it because the Seventh has more devoted 
friends, or because its performance excites more attention 
from its general perfection? We suppose there is some- 
thing in both these reasons; but, as at the drill of this wing, 
the men and officers deserve frequently the attention of 
spectators, and are naturally encouraged by getting the ap- 
plause they merit. The evening was mainly occupied in 
quick and double-time executions, which were principally 
confined to marchings by fours, company and division, and a 
few simple movements by division, the main object of the 
drill being apparently to secure the proper cadence of step 
and time. To accomplish this, a metronome was established 
in one portion of the room, whose tones were made more au- 
dible by the aid of a drum and drummer. We must confess 
some sympathy for the party who “ stood by the drum”’ for 
two hours incessantly, for the monotonous beating of that 
useful instrument of music is no small task. The drummer, 


drowning with his “left, left’’ taps the commands of the offi- 
cers. It was not always perceptible to us that the metro- 
nome assisted in any great measure tho step of the men, 
for in several instances when it sounded ‘‘left,’’ the right 
of the column was “right,” giving the battalion an 
awkward and ununiform cadence. Still the marchings were 
generally well performed and the wheelings by company and 
division exceedingly well executed. The marching in line 
and double-time movements would be hard to excel, al- 
though, we fear, in the latter the colonel gave the men al- 
most too much of a “‘ good thing,’’ many toward the close of 
the drill giving evidence of fatigue, and some of the men and 
one or two officers actually ‘‘dropping’’ out. Still the ma- 
jority seemed to enjoy the exercise, and despite the dust, 
which (dis)gracefally rose in clouds to the galleries above, 
seemed to realize that in this, at least, the ‘‘ Two-two’’ 
could not be beaten. This fact, perhaps, is not over-esti- 
mated, and of course should naturally follow with a regi- 
ment having the only well adapted drill room in the State. 
To fully realize the size of this room, one has only to calcu- 
late the space required to march and wheel a front of at least 
thirty-two men successfully. Yet it was performed at this 
drill with almost the same ease and exactness as wheelings 
by company. The movements generally were exceedingly 
fair; the wing, however, was defective in steadiness and in 
the manual of arms, which can and should be immediately 
improved. Colonel Porter understands himself and has the 
confidence of his command, but why does he continually 
place and turn himself to the left when giving his orders ? 
His commands, however, were invariably executed correct- 
ly by the right, although our generally acute sense of hear- 
ing could only distinguish a few of these orders. Major 
(Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel) Brown and Adjutant Harding 
were active assistants to the colonel, and the "so-called 
‘* grammatical” sergeant-major was as active as could natu- 
rally be expected for a man of his build.. We cannot say 
that we admirethe extremely informal mode of dismissal at 
these drills ; it saves time, perhaps, but is it authorized ? 
An Active Minitia.—We have received the semi-annual 
report of Adjutant-General Davidson of the State of Texas, 
showing that 89,478 men have been enrolled as a reserve 
militia, and 3,513 asa State Gusrd, the small number of 99 
having paid an exemption fee of $15 each. In this enroll- 
ment at least fifty counties have not reported, the sheriffs of 
these counties having neglected to enroll the persons subject 
to military duty, or failed to make the required report. The 
organized State Guard, formed last fall under the militia 
law, comprises ten regiments of infantry (none of which are 
fall regiments, and only two, Sixthand Eighth, have nine 
companies each) and two batteries of artillery. The reserve 
militia, organized in the different counties, comprises twenty- 
three regiments of infantry, having from one to nine com- 
panies thus far formed and officered. In addition to these 
there are twelve companies organized under the frontier pro 
tection law, numbering at present fifty (officers and enlisted) 
men each. The original strength of these troops last winter 
was reduced one hundred men, which was rendered neces- 
sary, the report says, “ by the action of the United States 
Government in refusing to furnish the companies any longer 
with rations and forage, the limited appropriation made by 
the Legislature not being sufficient to maintain the full force 
authorized.’? In one or two instances ithas been necessary 
to require a few of the State Guard to perform service for 
the State, in guarding ammunition en route from Galveston 
to Houston, etc., ete., when payment for services rendered 
has been made as provided §by the militia law. The fron- 
tier companies of Texas Rangers are stationed at remote 
points on the frontier of the State, in localities most liable 
to incursions from hostile bands of Indians, either from the 


however, performed well and loud, even at the risk of 


Grande. These companies have been occupied incessantly 
in scouting along the entire frontier of the State ( 
when diverted from their legitimate duties), aiding 1 
United States forces in clearing the frontier from the numer- 
ous bands of Indians with which it is infested. gs abe 
To illustrate the activity of this latter force, we quote 
from the report an account of ane ement by Com; 

E, commanded by Captain H. J. Richarz. The report 


made to the Adjutant-General, and says: , 
Since my last report we have had hard and bloody work 
I will endeavor to make this as short as possible. At pA nF ogee 
the 5th of December I started on a scout with fourteen men and 
three citizens who had volunteered, to scout the country between 
the Marcos and the Rio Grande, in order to intercept that band of 
Indians who stole the horses a hundred miles from here, near Fort 
Inge. That same day I met messengers from Fort Duncan, who 
brought in the news that about three hundred Coman and 
Kiowas, and about two hundred Kickapoos ani Lipans in 
os of from fifty to one hundred warriors, all armed with rifles, 
pencer <ifles, and pistols, besides their or arms, were 
sweeping this part in every direction. Before I left I had ordered 
may Hoatenent to = the Drees bee in readiness to mount on half 
an hour’snotice. is party ust come in from a 7s? 
spa og Deri ver Meanie oo ae c names en 
enty-five miles from io eI met a and 
some United States offi who informed me that the scouting 
party of my company I mentioned in my last under 
command of Dr. Woodbridge, our medical officer, who volun- 
teered, and Corporal Eckhart, consisting of fourteen men (one man 
having been left behind, his horse being lame 
twelve miles from the Rio Grande, had overtaken. that 
Comanches who had killed David Adams and two Mexicans nesr 
the Pendencia, had gallantly charged them, and had stood their 
gro against seventy well-armed savages, and had 
them, killing eight warriors and wounding about fifteen. I ascer- 
tained at the same time that this band of Indians, after 
beaten, had retreated toward the Rio Grande, and that Dr W 
bridge’s party had buried one of my Lorenzo Biediger, who 
fell in the commencement of the battle, and were campiug near the . 
ame fen — ey 4 worn-out Sees. 80 It 
mand tow: e lower Chaparoso creek; not fin the trail 
Cg nding em Lede Gren. cans cae Tack 
uring the night o of Decem! ™: 
sent toward the Eagle Pass road to meet a . y pret +m ous 
camp, informed me that another band of Indlans had appear 
near my post at Fort Inge, in overwhelming numbers ; had attack- 
ed two of my Rangers at the Blanco, sixteen miles east of Fort Inge 
and killed them. Their names are Walter Richarz (my son) and 


in vy ——— of “ Frio ~~ broke upin 
fore daybreak at ‘the post, and found, te my satisfaction, 
Lieutenant Wanz had started with the dedi An hot pursuit 
of the murderers of my son and Joseph Riff. Before daybreak 
the same night that party who returned with me had started ina 
northerly direction, to fall in the trail of the lieutenant, or eventu- - 
ally to intercept the savages on their way to the vi river or 
Indian reserve. With the last three men I had I intended to start 
at daybreak the same night toward the Rio Grande, to assist Dr. 
the Lipens, bal avowed af Piedras Megray that be oun serena 
e Lipans, avowed a at he would 
his red brethren for the inflicted 7. Wood 5 
upon their allies. 
who had no {loss but the man above mentidned, and ca 
shield of one of the Comanche chiefs kiled in the as a 
trophy. The report as above stated is correct in substance. Dr, 
Woodbridge reports that he cannot praise enough the bravery and 
fighting qualities of my men, Without @ moment’s hesitation this 
little band had charged seveaty well- 


g 


men doe ny Ey on & ee —_ when the com- 
men savages ‘ormed two battle lines o: 
ground, and had soon outflanked my 1 band. So Tednes 


Dr. Woodbridge, stunned by a blow upon his forehead - 
dian, fell otf his horse; but several of my i braves, hough Sghticg 
themselves against overwheiming numbers, came to his rescue, 

in a second the doctor had recovered himself so as to join in the work 
again. His horse was wounded and iost. The Indians meanwhile 
seeing that they had to deat with a new sort of combatants, gave 
up the contest and fell back, as did my men. They rallied a 
three hundred yards from the battle-ground. I have to mention 
that, when the action was in progress, the three men who were on 
the reconnoitring tour, drawn by the heavy firing, joined in the 
attack on the left flank, killing a chief of the Indians. 4 hope be | 
this lesson given to the savages by that heroic little band 
Rangers will do some good; and Iam pretty sure that I shall be 
able to report another success in a few days. 
At the same time, referring to my last I would like 
have some reinforcements; at any rate, to be au) 
my company tothe number as i 
horses h.ve not had any rest 
here. The 


lon aten 

is getting worse every day ; as the 
the Mexicans have a secure Lier cosine 

‘fifty miles x my movements 

eyes of the United S' ates ——_ having di and 
notified me that they had determined to drive me 
and sweep the country to Bexar be it is not 
expected that I .can always y operate in 
against half a thousand well-armed savages with 
vates, not to mention that Iam not able to have two 
out in different directions at the same time. Though we will 
count numbers if we fight, 1 may lose too many men‘without hay- 
ing the satisfaction to destroy the enemy. It it was not for 
cursed international law I know what to do to 
these bloody savages on the other 
I remain, Colonel, yours very respectfully, H.J. Ricnanz, 

Captain commanding Company EK, ‘Texas Frontier Force.- 
The Adjutant-General in his report invites attention te 
the following : 


The action of the General Government in revoking the au 


for the issue of subsistence and quartermaster’s supplies to the 
frontier troops caused serious temporary inconvenience, and mate- 

o—_ eed “— pon Bam | of the force, no 
aving been made for s an unexpected contingency. Orders 
were issued by the general commanding the Department of 
for the immediate return of all camp and garrison equipage issued 
to the State, and instructions given that no Suaies Ceuties 26 
. Proposals were " 


forage and rations should be furn 
ately invited for furnishing the necessary — by contract, 
in marke; 


pending the award of which purchases were m open 
at pues obtainable rates. Each company is now furnished by con~ 
tract the authorized allowance of and 


master’s stores. In view of the refusal of the United States Giy< 
ernment to supply these forces as at tirst pro: the 

of the Executive of the Stute assuming sole control of the move- 
ments of the frontier troops is respectiully suggested. 

tations have been made to this office that the men of some of the 
companies have been en, in hunting after and arresting 
serters from the United States Army, and 2 ore mails, 
thus diverting them from their ate duty. 2 ia it 
that their efficiency can materially advanced 

States authorities are relieved entirely from the 

as subsistence of these and above 
made with a view to that 


Cotonet Wu. H. Cugsesrovas.—The following from the 
Washington Capital is a handsome tribute to General Sha- 
ler’s late chief of staff: : ‘ 

This gentleman has been appo of 

under General Schenck, and will shortly take his 

for London. The seiection is an admirable one, as his dut‘es, 
if we may dignify the business with such a term, are purely 
social. Colonel Chesebrough is a gentleman of rare cultiva- 
tion and refinement, with a social experience among 
people of our country that will be of service to him and hig 
chief in their new sphere. 
Chesebrough won awide renown as 








Fort Sill reservation or from the Mexican side of the Rio 


Colonel b officer, 
and the love of those he came in contact with, daring the 
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transferred from the famous New York Seventh 
lar Army, and assigned to the staff of General 
was in nearly all the battles upon the 
has probably at the War Department a finer 
made up by his co generals than any officer 
rank in the Army. 

recollect him vividly as our beau-ideal of a soldier. 
as it was possible or proper for a man to be, he 
the gentleness of a woman added to the courage of a 
rr Yarn kind, and jolly under adverse circumstances 
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Fe 
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a fight and moved under fire with the quiet self- 
a veteran. Many stories were in circulation 
Army of the Potomac illustrating his gallant 
. We recollect on one occasion, at Port Republic, 
the battle of Cross Keys, where Colonel Chesebrough 
himself as usual. Fremont’s army was 
gathered — the banks of the river, prevented from further 
pursuit of Stonewall Jackson by the burned bridge, and the 
general himself was puzzled on observing bodies of men on 
the further side, dressed in the blue uniform of our Army, 
and carrying the of the United States. In the presence 
staff Colonel Chesebrough rode across 
the to the opposite bank, made an inspection of his own, 
and returni rted—what we feared would be done in 
the troops we had been speculating 
about were Confederates. There was no bravado whatever 
in this; it was only the careless disregard of his own safety 
in a soldierly man upon the performance of some hazardous 
=, This is but one instance of the many we have heard 
of our friend. 

Taz Parape Grounp Bint.—We hear form Albany that 
the parade ground bill has passed both Houses. It will un- 
doubtedly be signed by the Governor. 

Various Irzms.—Company K, Twenty-third Infantry, 
Captain Robert P. Lyon, give a company drill, a competi- 
tive drill by members for a gold medal, and a social hop, at 
the Brooklyn arsenal, on the 28th instant......Company F, 
First Infantry, inaugurate festivities at the new regimental 
armory, 118 West Thirty-second street, on the 24th instant, 
by @ calico sociable......The Seventy-ninth, whose bill for 
reimbursement for uniforms, etc., used in the "service, was 
reported as rejected some time since by the Legislature, is 
now announced as having passed both houses. The bill for 
$1,600 for the Sixth Infantry has also’passed. The bill in- 
troduced for $33,000 for the Ninth will, we presume, have 
the same happy fate. These bills are introduced and passed 
under the cover of and in the interest of the National Guard, 
whereas these regiments see little or nothing of these amounts ; 
but nevertheless for the little obtained and really not de- 
served nor due, the National Guard at large have to bear 
the odium of the fraudulent transactions. If these regiments 
obtain these amounts, why have not all the regiments which 
have served atany time in the field the same right of being re- 
imbursed for moneys alleged to have been expended for uni- 
forms, etc.? There will be no end of the bills if the Gov- 
ernor signs these documents....... Lieutenant Christopher 
Lutz has been elected captain, and First Sergeant Frederick 
Miller second lieutenant of Company G, Thirty-second regi- 
ment......Company B, Twenty-eighth, gives its twenty-fourth 
ball at Baumgarten’s Military Hall, Brooklyn, E. D., on the 
24th instant Lieut t Fred. Allen notifies us, with his 
compliments, that the Old Guard meet at their headquarters, 
907 Broadway, on this (Saturday) evening, at 8 p. m. Query 
—What for”...... The resolution recently passed by the Leg- 
islature, giving brevet rank to those officers who had faith- 
fally served their term, does not appear to be fully understood 
in the National Guard. These brevets are only given to 
those who after resigning return to the service and accept 
an inferior position to that before held. For instance, a 
colonel may resign and afterwards accept the command of a 
company. In that case he is entitled by brevet to his orig- 
inal raok of colonel, and so on in other positions. The 
occasions are rare, we must admit; ¢ctill they have taken 
place, and we have in mind several in the First division 
alone......The few Frenchmen in the Fifty-fifth Infantry are 
exceedingly anxious to secede, and the now erroneously des- 
ignated ‘‘Garde Lafayette’’ seems likely to lose at least 
one of its companies. The French and Germans can no 
longer live harmoniously in this regiment, and the parade of 
a battalion of the regiment on the occasion of the recent 
Garman Peace Festival brought these differences to a head. 
Overtures have already been made to the Twelfth and other 
commands of the First division, none of which at the present 
writing have been accepted. In this matter the Twelfth at 
least *‘ knows how it is itself,’’ to quote a common and ex~ 
pressive term...... The General Orders from the Twenty-second 
Infantry, published elsewhere, contain a few new ideas which, 
to say the least, are practical...... Major Denny and Captain 
Bridgham, of General Ward’s staff, are the efficient ‘ drill 
inspectors” of the First Brigade. These officers during the 
geason have attended the drills of the regiments of the 
brigade semi-officially, and reported the general progress of 
the regiments in drill at brigade headquarters...,..The First 
brigade propose a spring field day at Prospect Park parade 
grounds. Of course it will rain ; therefore we would suggest 
the expedieney of procuring water-proof uniforms......The 
bill appropriating $150,000 for breech-loaders for the 
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aide-de-camp; Major G. F. Weiselberg, medical director ; 
Major F. G. Franks, chief quartermaster; Major Henry Or- 
say, chief commissary of subsistence ; Major John G. Boyle, 
judge-advocate. Regimental commanders were at the same 
time ordered to at once forward to headquarters muster rolls 
of their respective commands as far as organized. Steps will 
be immediately instituted to complete the regimental organ- 
izations, and as rapidly as companies are formed and rolls 
are received commissions will be issued. 








FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


Ir has been decided to arm the English volunteer ar- 
tillery with the 40-pounder breech-loading Armstrong 
gun, and to place it, as well as the militia artillery, un- 
der the command of officers of the Royal Artillery in the 
different districts. , 
THE North-German Gazette has learned that several 
young Englishmen, students of the Polytechnic School 
in Zurich, have hastily left that town to avoid arrest, in 
consequence of their having been identified as active 
members of the mob that stormed the Tonhalle and at- 
tacked the Germans and Swiss who were present at the 
Peace Festival. 


THE French continue to sell captured German ships. 
In the preliminaries of peace no special mention was 
made of such vessels, because it was looked on as a mat- 
ter of course that they were to be returned. If,! how- 
ever, says the North-German Gazette, the French persist 
in selling them, the German plenipotentiaries in Brus- 
sels will certainly demand compensation. 


A WRITER in Broad Arrow, arguing in favor of the re- 
establishment of beards in the British sarvice, sensibly 
urges that, “ beards or no beards, however, the strange 
inconsistency at present existing of allowing soldiers to 
wear the beard in India, and during the voyage home, 
but depriving them of it the instant they return to the 
rigor of a winter in England or Canada, should surely 
be rectified.” 


THE Madras Atheneum announces that nearly one 
thousand men belonging to five regiments serving in In- 
dia, whose time of serving in that country has expired, 
and who are at liberty to elect to go home if they wish, 
have preferred to remain in India. The Friend of India 
believes that these men are mostly Benedicts, and con- 
siders this avery suggestive fact for army administra- 
tors. 

THE British naval officers are exercised at the slight 
put upon them by the Lord Chamberlain, who neglected 
to recognize the naval service in sending out his invi- 
tations to the royal wedding, although the army was 
well represented. A writer in the Zimes says: “ From 
the constant neglect in these matters experienced by the 
navy, there has arisen a feeling that they are ous 
by their sovereign; whereas the truth is no one would 
be more keenly alive than the Queen to any slight put 
on her navy.” 


Art the present time, in every regiment of cavalry and 
battalion of infantry throughout the British army, a regi- 
mental school exists. To each school are attached a 
duly qualified schoolmaster and schoolmistress, who are 
provided with paid assistants according to the number 
of pupils on the school-books. For the use of troops de- 
tached from their regiments or battalions ‘‘ detachment 
schools” are organized and placed under the charge of 
paid assistants, as temporary substitutes [for the regi- 
mental schools at headquarters. 


SPEAKING of recruiting for the British army, the Lon- 
don Morning Post says: “ We are still short of the num- 
ber of men voted six months ago; the quality of the 
men obtained is not such as we should rest satisfied with. 
We have evidently reached the length of our tether in 
recruiting, and that length will not permit of a pick and 
choice of recruits, without which even the physical, 
much less the moral, standard of the army cannot be 
raised. This system is not satisfactory during a pro- 
found peace. What would it prove to be under the 
stress of war?” 


Firty-Four thousand pounds have been raised in Eng- 
land for the relief of those lost in the Captain. The 
persons chargeable on the fund comprise the widows 
of fifty-four petty officers and sixty-six widows of the 
ship’s company, 144 children of the latter class not 
placed out, 199 other relatives whose claims had been ap- 
proved, fourteen widows of officers, and three mothers and 
twenty-eight children of officers. Mrs. Burgoyne, the 
widow of Captain Burgoyne, had declined to accept the 
proportion of the fund to which she would have been 
entitled, thus liberating about £925 for the relief of the 
dependent relatives of the men who perished. 


From the table of ‘ Army Libraries in India in 1869,” 
we ascertain the following: “The number of volumes 
constituting a soldiers’ library (Queen's troops) varies 
between and 3,000. The books are the property of 
the Indian Germ, but many regiments supple- 
mented the State library with one of their own. The 
first battalion First Foot, at Cannanore, has its private 
library of 2,500 volumes. The artillery regiment also 
possess supplemental libraries as large as that the gov- 
ernment supplies. There are one, two, and three read- 
ing rooms to regiments, according as the regiment is full 
or short of men; but the generality of regiments have 
only one reading room. The number of subscribers to 
the reading room per regiment varies between 10° and 


ational Guard, has passed both Houses of the'Legislature, | 600 


sees Dram Major Smith did not receive his recent gift alone 

from the Thirteenth corps, as erroneously stated in last 

week's issue ; the watch was the gift of the Seventh corps. 
OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Tuxas.—General James Davidson, having been appointed 
by his Excellency Governor Edmund J. Davis major-general 
the Texas State Guards, assumed command of the same 
teh 14, and announced his staff as follows : Major Andrew 


© onnan, assistant adjutant-general ; Major Stanley Welch, 


THE Voss-Gazette gives the following as the number of 
the troops stocieal Danton” hg of Ké- 
nigsgritz e princi es 0 e Franco-Ger- 
man war: Kdénigsgritz, 240,000 i 220,000 
Austrians and Saxons; Gravelotte, from 240,000 to 270,- 
000 Germans, “at least” 210,000 French; Worth, 150,- 
owe meee 60,000 French ; Spicheren, 45,000 French, 


the afternoon, 45,000 Prussians against at i 120,000, 
afterward 160,000 French; in the 100,000 Ger- 
mans against 200,000 French ; Sedan, Germans, 





150,000 French ; Orleans (third battle), 100,000 to 110,- 


000 Germans, 200,000 to 240,000 French; Le Mans, 80,- 
000 to 100,000 Germans, 120,000 to 140,000 French; Bel- 
fort and Montbéliard, 32,000 to 36,000 Germans, “at 
most,” against 100,000 to 110,000 French. The three 
greatest battles of the present century, so far as num- 
bers go, are Leipsic (270,000 to 300,000 against 190,- 
000), Gravelotte, and Kénigsgritz. 

Sir Spencer Robinson, the late constructor of the Brit- 
ish navy, referring to the assertion that the ironclad 
fleet of England must be useless, because the French 


~}ironclad fleet were unable to effect any striking achieve- 


ment during the late war, says, in the first place, that 
the French fleet was well supplied with vessels of light 
draught. Independent of the floating batteries built in 
the Crimean war, there were available for service in 
shallow water in August, 1870, ten ironclads drawing 
from 8 ft. 6 in. to 10 ft.6in. water, one monitor draw- 
ing 11 ft., two ironclads drawing less than 18 ft., and 
eight drawing less than 20 ft. All but two or three of 
the smaller ships were in commission, and formed part 
of the various squadrons which our neighbors sent to 
sea. The result achieved was one which, if the case 
had been our own, he adds, “ would have been consid- 
ered of _— value. No German man-of-war got out of 
port. No transport of German troops to any part of the 
French coast, supposing this arrangement to have been 
essential to the success of the German campaign, was 
possible. If it had been our misfortune to have been at 
war with Germany, such a fleet as France had despatched 
from her ports in August last would have rendered the 
invasion of this country by those formidable hosts im- 
possible, and the assemblage of masses of shipping to 
take over an armed force would have given the fleet an 
opportunity of showing what blows can be struck when 
there is anything worth striking at.” Sir Spencer Rob- 
inson goes on to criticise the statement that the iron- 
clads now building are not of a satisfactory type, and 
that a committee had reported of some of these vessels 
that they would be in very great danger of rolling over 
and going down like the Captain. He does not hesitate 
to say that “if they have reported as described, the com- 
mittee have registered their own incompetence, and 
could not substantiate such statements before any scien- 
tific naval architect in Europe or America. While we 
are holding our hands under the advice of irresponsible 
persons, ships like the Hercules, Sultan, and Devastation 
are advancing toward completion in the dockyards of 
foreign powers, and are so far endangering our hardly- 
won national supremacy at sea.” 


AMERICAN vital statistics seem to confirm the conclu- 
sions arrived at by European statists—that there has 
been a general increase in the length of human life. 
The average rate of mortality in England and Wales 
was the first forty years of the eighteenth century, for 
340 in 10,000 living; from 1821 to 1860, it was 207 in 
10,000 living. From statistics collected by Dr. Edward 
Jervis in the Atlantic Monthly Magazine, the deaths in 
Boston, from 1728 to 1752, appear to have been 1 in 
21.65 of the living ; from 1846 to 1863, they were only 1 
in 42.08—about half as numerous as in the previous cen- 
tury. From a comparison of ancient and modern longe- 
vity, it appears that in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury the life of all classes in England and the United 
States was 50 per cent. longer than that of the best 
among the Romans at the beginning of the third century. 
Dr. Wellington, in his annualdiscourse before the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, further illustrates the increase 
in longevity by some valuable local statistics. He ob- 
serves that many causes have combined to produce this 
cheering result ; and among them may certainly be in- 
cluded av. improved treatment of disease. This he sup- 
ports by reference to hospital records. In the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, the proportion of deaths to 
admissions, from 1860 to-1870, was 8 per cent.; for the 
preceding forty years, it was 10.2 per cent. The per- 
centage of the number “ discharged well” on the “ total 
admitted,” from 1860 to 1870, was 56.6; for the preced- 
ing forty years, it was 46.5. The statistics of the New 
York Hospital in New York city, and of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital in Philadelphia, are of a similar character. 
The annual report of the State Board of Health 
for 1869 contains a table giving the mortality 
from consumption in Massachusetts during each of the 
sixteen years from 1853 to 1868, inclusive. From this 
table it appears that consumption in this State is dimin- 
ishing in fatality. Comparing the first group of five 
years with the last group of five years, the annual gain 
in each 100,000 of the population is 54 lives; giving, as 
the actual saving of life in the last five years, 3,440 
persons, or 688 in each year; and the improvement 
seems to be going on. In the practice of midwifery 
there has been signal improvement during the last two 
hundred years. It has been shown, from the mortality 
bills of London, that, for twenty years ending in 1680, 
1 inevery 44 delivered died; while, for twenty years 
ending in 1820, only 1 in every 107 died. Thus the 
number of parturient mothers lost during the last years 
of the seventeenth century was more than double the 
number lost during the first years of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. In St. Bartholomew’s | Hospital, London, from 
January 1, 1862, to December 31, 1868, there were 
5,734 deliveries, with but 21 deaths, being 1 death in 
every 273 delivered. It is fair to infer that the medical 
statistics of London, in this matter, will not differ ma- 
terially from those of other cities and townsin Europe 
and America. 
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